
 

I would like to begin this article by thanking 

the Mainstreet Community for electing me 

for another two-year term to the Board of 

Directors. I appreciate the faith and trust you 

have put in me, however the thanks really goes to the entire 

Board of Directors for the Mainstreet Community Services 

Association, Inc. and the Mainstreet Staff.  Without their 

dedication and expertise none of these things would have been 

possible.  I supported their fine efforts, and the hard work paid 

off. The Mainstreet Community Board and Staff are not the best 

because they work hard.  They work hard, because they are the 

best.  
 

We made many changes in the way we do day-to-day business in 

Mainstreet.  We changed several companies weôve been doing 

business with and using for many years, for economic reasons.  

The Board realized that Mainstreet was paying a great deal of 

money and receiving very little in return.  We changed 

management companies; the Board changed legal firms; and we 

changed landscape companies.  We were able to reduce the 

assessments for the Parkside Townhomes and Disney Court by 

passing on outside maintenance from the Association to the 

homeowners. 
 

We have collected quite a few delinquent accounts, the cost of 

managing the Mainstreet facilities and common areas has been 

minimized, and the landscaping is awesome.  Driving through the 

community now brings back memories of the way Mainstreet 

used to look.  Since we have been able to stop paying the National 

Debt of the United States from Mainstreet funds, we have been 

able to accomplish many things directly related to community 

needs.  We have started cleaning the walking trials for the 

ñWalkersò in the community.  We have remodeled and upgraded 

the playground and equipment for our community youth after 

almost 25 years, and weôve added several picnic tables for the 

families who want to spend the day with their little loved ones.  
 

Weôve kept the Mainstreet Concession Stand open for after-

school kids that want snack food, candy, chips and drinks.  We 

have upgraded security at the Clubhouse and the community by 

adding high-tech cameras, security patrols and bicycle patrols for 

the walking trials, playground and Pavilion areas.  Weôve gotten 

more police coverage from the Tucker Precinct.  We will get the 

speeding fixed and stopped on Mainstreet Park Drive, Martin 

Road, and Rock Glen Drive, just to name a few streets currently 

being used as race tracks for many drivers. 
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Thanks for Another Term!  
We have many ideas and endeavors to tackle, and 

we need your help Mainstreet residents.  This is 

our community, and we have property values to 

protect.  Please remember, any decisions the 

Board makes affects us too, because we are also 

homeowners.  Remember the little things like not 

putting trash out on the wrong day, or allowing 

animals to tear open the bags then not cleaning 

up the mess.  TRASH PICKUP in this community 

is Tuesday and Friday morning -- not Tuesday 

and Friday night.  (Some of us even put it out on 

Sunday.) 
 

The parking of vehicles whether operable or 

inoperable cannot be parked on the lawn. Some 

homeowners actually park commercial vehicles 

on the lawn in plain sight.  Wow!!! Tractor 

trailers (big-rigs) damage our streets and should 

be parked at the shopping centers, at storage 

facilities, or at the truck depot on Bouldercrest 

Road at I-285. 
 

I hope everyone had a very Happy Holiday, and 

we are looking for a most Prosperous New Year.  
 

 

Rick Harris, President 

MCSA, Inc. Board of Directors 
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MAINSTREET CONCESSION: Come One, Come All! 
 

A Corner Store right here in Mainstreet!  The Mainstreet 

Clubhouse Concession Stand is run by Velvet Loyal, a six-

year resident of Mainstreet and an active participant and 

sponsor of many Mainstreet Community events.  

Remember, all proceeds from the Concession Stand 

benefit Childrenôs Programming at Mainstreet! 
 

Concession Hours:  3PM ï 6PM Tuesdays ï Fridays;  

Saturdays from 12:00 Noon ï 3PM 
 

                    
 

Free Mainstreet Childrenôs Book Club 
 

Every Thursday, we have a free Book Club for children grades K 

thru 5 from 4:00pm-5:30pm.  We have a wonderful Mainstreet 

volunteer, who is a retired teacher.  She helps them develop 

reading skills by reading stories and teaching ñsightò words.  

There are also arts & crafts, fun, games, and prizes provided. 
 

Velvet Loyal, Mainstreet Concession 

 

 Visit our website: 

www.mainstreetcommunity.org 



 

 

 

PUB NIGHT AT THE CLUBHOUSE  
1ST Fridaysñ9:00 P.M.ð 1:00 A.M. 

Join your neighbors for Bid Whist, Spades, Dominoes, Uno, 

Board Games, Trivia, Pool, Meet-& Greet! Deejay! 

Food and Drink 

Bring the Fun!  See you there! 
 

 

KARATE AT MAINSTREET  
Saturday Morning 

Beginners:  9:00 A.M.ñ10:30 A.M. 

Advanced:  10:30  A.M.ñNOON 
 

 

MAINSTREET CRIME WATCH  
Block Captains Needed!. 

Report crime directly and often! 

See Crime Watch òEye On Uó Signs 

www.crimewatch@mainstreetcommunity.org 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY AT MAINSTREET  
For more information contact 

Noel Tiu at (770) 630-2420 

noel_tu@msn.com 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Rick Harris 
disciple_1@bellsouth.net 
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Nadine Rivers-Johnson  678.580.2762  
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Mamye Britt  770.498.7589 
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Community Management Associates (CMA) 

 

(Accounting & Financial  Services Only )  

      Mail Payments to: 404.835.9100 
 

CMA 

1465 Northside Drive 

Suite 128 

Atlanta, GA  30318 

www.cmacommunities.com 
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C l u b h o u s e  Events 

T H E  M AINS T R EAM  

T  A  B  L   E   OF   C  O  N T   E  N  T  S 

VOLUNTEER TODAY! 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

Mainstreet Volunteers Complete  

Playground Renovation Project ðOctober 11, 2011  



Hello Neighbor!  As you may recall, this 

time last year we made a few resolutions to 

move the community forward.  I am proud 

to say that more than a few of our goals 

have been accomplished.  With the support 

of the Board of Directors and Clubhouse 

staff, as well as the responsiveness of our community, we are well 

on our way to reclaiming a place as the ñpremierò neighborhood. 

 

With progression comes change, and we have made changes to 

better the economic viability of the Mainstreet Community.  Most 

notably, we have retained the firm of Lazega & Johanson to head 

our collections efforts.  As always, we encourage homeowners 

who are delinquent to make contact and discuss payment plan 

options as early as possible.  All proposals will be considered.  

Remember, Mainstreetôs budget is solely dependent upon 

assessments collected each month.  Our community covers over 

70 acres, so the financial obligation involved in maintaining such 

a large expanse of common area is great. 

 

In June of last year, we welcomed Community Management 

Associates (CMA) as our new property management company.  In 

this capacity, CMA handles Association financials.  If you have 

not received a coupon book or are having trouble accessing your 

online account, please call the Clubhouse administrative office for 

assistance.  Also, please be sure that your information on file is 

current, including telephone number and email addresses.  This 

will allow you to receive any Association information sent to 

homeowners and residents via U.S. mail, email blast or Calling 

Post.  It will also cut down on the amount of returned mail we 

receive.  If you are a new homeowner or resident, you are 

required to bring a copy of your settlement statement or lease to 

the Clubhouse office in order to obtain your MCSA identification 

card and have your information entered into our database within 

30 days of moving into the community. 

 

In October of 2011, we completed the six-month Mainstreet 

Community Playground Renovation Project.  The effort was 

funded by a $7,500 grant from the Community Foundation of 

Greater Atlanta (CFG) and a $1,000 grant from Wells Fargoôs 

ñDays of Giving.ò  This makes the second year in a row that 

Mainstreet was a recipient and received recognition from Wells 

Fargo at their awards breakfast held on November 7, 2011.  (See 

the press release in this issue.) 

 

I would like to take this time to thank the more than 60 volunteers 

ï ranging in age from 2 through 78 ï and our Community Coach 

from CFG, Arlene Goldson, who helped make the renovation day 

a success on Saturday, October 15, 2011.  I would also like to 

thank the volunteers from Suntrust Bank who participated in the 

pre-renovation activities on October 13, 2011.  Last, but not least, 

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to volunteer carpenters 

John ñGilò Collins, of Qualityworx, and Clarence Youmans for 

their expertise during the renovation build.  The time and efforts 

of all participants is greatly appreciated.  Children and families of 

the communities will benefit from the ñsweat equityò donated by 

each and every one of you.  Take time out to visit the newly 

renovated space, and bring the whole family.  You will be as 

proud as I am of the job done by our corps of volunteers. 

 

Enjoy this winter issue of The Mainstream.  As always, we try to 

provide you with helpful and pertinent information in each 

edition.  We are also open to ideas and suggestions for future 

issues, so if you would like to contribute, email me directly.  Have 

a safe and Happy New Year. 

   
Nadine Rivers-Johnson 

Community Association Manager 

Editor-In-Chief, The Mainstream 

 

The following families are extended a hearty welcome and sincere 

appreciation for selecting Mainstreet as a place to call home and 

raise a family: 

 

 Mitchell Connor Vyck Cooley 

 Bernard E. Evans Iqbal Farhana  

 Darnell Fine Ann Kohlbatz Franklin 

 Everton Golding Tracey Hall 

 Barbara Hopkins Margaret & Robert Lee 

 Harold Morris Valens & Donna Plumber 

 Theasal & Linda Perry Edith Wallace 

 William Webb 

 

Message From the Community Association Manager 
Nadine Rivers-Johnson 
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NOTICE  
 

2012 Board of Directorôs Meetings 

held March, June, September, December 

on the 3rd Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Keep abreast of current news and topics 

affecting the community 
 

2012 Calendar of Events 
 

 

Join us for the upcoming community events open to 

all Mainstreet homeowners and residents.  Please be 

prepared to provide your Mainstreet identification. 
 

Calendar of Events for 2012 To Be Determined 
 

 2012 Superbowl Party 

 Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

  Annual Health Fair  

  4th of July Celebration 

  Childrenôs Halloween Party 

Welcome New Homeowners 
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ñIn every community, there is work to be done.  In every nation, there 

are wounds to heal.  In every heart, there is the power to do it.ò - 

Marianne Williamson 
 

The financial pressures homeowners associations are confronting are 

unlike any other period in their tenures, and possibly in their 

lifetimes.  However the strategies that Mainstreet Community 

Services Association, Inc. has chosen to utilize are proving to be 

effective and fair.  As Mainstreet Community Services Association 

Inc.ôs Office Associate, it is my responsibility to explore all options 

to assist homeowners with delinquent accounts.  This is 

accomplished by identifying a payment plan that fits your current 

financial situation before your delinquencies become extreme, your 

future financial plans, or to address any questions or concerns you 

may have as you come to a settlement with our legal counsel, Lazega 

& Johanson, LLC.  
 

One of MCSA, Inc.ôs New Yearôs Resolutions is to ensure that every 

homeowner within the Mainstreet Community has access to 

information regarding the community including coupon books, 

upcoming event notices, changes to services, and letters concerning 

your account.  This is impossible to accomplish if the information on 

file is incomplete or incorrect.  It is imperative that any homeowner 

who has not updated their contact information within the last 12 

months do so immediately.  This includes telephone numbers, email 

addresses, name changes and off-site addresses.  Many of you may 

not be aware of your current balances, simply because we have been 

unable to notify you due to insufficient information.  In these cases, 

the balances continue to increase and still must be paid.  Or, in the 

case of discrepancies, we may not have been able to contact you 

because mail is returned to the office as undeliverable. 
 

It is important to the community as a whole to understand the 

consequences of homeowners not paying their assessments.  In 

addition to changes as it relates to the more obvious benefits such as 

the exterior upkeep of the Associationôs common areas, the pools, the 

Clubhouse, tennis and lake amenities, etc., homeowners wanting to 

buy or sell in Mainstreet are affected as well. According to the 

Community Association Institute ñIf too many of your fellow 

homeowners association members stop paying fees, the government-

sponsored enterprises (Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, FHA) that 

guarantee most U.S. mortgages wonôt make new loans to anyone who 

want to buy a house in your association, although they will continue 

to allow refinances.ò  
 

ñIn every community, there is work to be doneéthere is power to do 

it.ò  That power comes by way of ensuring your contact information 

is current, communicating with the Administrative Offices regarding 

your homeowner account, and taking advantage of the payment plan 

and settlement options available to you.  If you are behind in your 

assessments, Iôd like to meet with you to assist you in developing a 

comprehensive plan that fits your current financial situation. Also 

remember, if you are current in your assessments, If you take 

advantage of paying your assessments for the entire year prior to 

January 31, 2012, you will save $54.  I look forward to hearing from 

you. Happy New Year!  
 

 

Kristina Gilchrist, Office Associate 

Message from the Office Associate 

CUTTING TREES IN MAINSTREET  
 

Mainstreet has a strict prohibition on the cutting down of 

trees, which requires the approval of the Architectural 

Review Board (ARB) before any trees may be cut down, 

except in the case of an emergency, i.e., trees about to fall on 

their own, trees destroyed by wind or storms, or any other 

condition that could pose harm or injury to persons or 

damage to property. 

 

In such cases, the homeowner must contact the ARB as soon 

as practicable after such incident to advise the reason why 

the tree(s) were cut down.  Any person who cuts down trees 

without the prior expressed written approval of the 

Architectural Review Board will be fined $250 per tree. 

Among the responsibilities of Mainstreetôs Board of Directors is 

"financial soundness" of the Association.  We enforce and collect 

the payment of homeowners' mandatory dues, which represent fixed 

amounts sufficient to meet operating obligations. 

 

There has been no increase in the $45 monthly assessments for 

almost several years, and we are operating under budget.  However, 

we are still chasing that pesky animal called "delinquency."  From 

June 1 through December 31, 2011, our Clubhouse administrative 

staff collected $22,000 in past due assessments through lump-sum 

payments and payment plan agreements with homeowners two years 

or less in arrears, who owed $1,100 or less. In addition to in-house 

collections, homeowners with delinquencies of more than two years 

were referred to Lazega & Johanson, our newly obtained legal firm. 

 

*From September 1 to December 1, 2011, they collected balances 

due from homeowners in excess of $25,000 

 

In other financial updates, monthly assessments for Parkside 

Townhomes/Disney Court were reduced from $255 to $199 -- 

$45.00 for the master fee and $154.00 for townhome fees. As of 

January 1, 2012, homeowners will be responsible for repairs and 

maintenance of the outside of their individual units for the first time 

since 1973.  Residents who have diligently paid their assessments 

over the years will no longer subsidize delinquent homeowners in 

upgrading townhome structures at Parkside Townhomes/Disney 

Court.  The $154 fee will only cover maintenance and landscaping 

of the common areas, utilities (water/sewer/private trash/street 

lights), pest control, and loan payments for prior renovation.  Water 

and sewer services for non-paying residents will continue to be 

disconnected until they make payment arrangements to become 

current. 

 

The Board of Directors, administrative staff, and legal team of 

Lazega & Johanson have been extremely successful in collecting on 

delinquent accounts.  We will continue to aggressively pursue 

homeowners with past due assessments and accomplish our goal of a 

less than 10% delinquency rate. 

 

 

Mamye Britt, Treasurer 

Mainstreet Board of Directors 

Mainstreet Money Matters 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mariannewi132975.html
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TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH & LIFE  
 

I am Charlene Woodruff RN.  I have been a Registered Nurse/Health Educator for 41 years, working in patient care and education for sick 

adults, adolescents and children. I have seen a lot of incurable disease and death in all ages. My goal is to help you TAKE CONTROL OF 

YOUR HEALTH through education.   My decision to help with disease prevention began several years when I started with a 21-Day Juice 

Fast/Detox that included RAW AND LIVING FOOD. I FELT GREAT! I had better mental clarity, better vision, more energy, healthier 

skin and hair to mention just a few benefits! The greatest benefit is that I have witnessed less illness! I still eat food prepared the traditional 

way as well as some meat, BUT,  I also incorporate RAW Food into my daily eating. I am a Certified Raw Food Chef, Health Consultant, 

Educator and Raw Foodist.  My goal is to help you on the front end BEFORE you become ill, by teaching you how to eat delicious food 

that you prepare in a way that your family can have a healthier, fuller, longer life 
 

WHAT IS RAW AND LIVING FOOD?  Raw and Living foods are uncooked, fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds, and sprouted grains. We 

combine these in recipes to make the healthiest, most delicious meals. You won't believe how incredibly easy it is to make delicious Raw 

food for yourself, your family and friends! Raw food preparation is faster than cooking food!  WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?  

Incorporating this lifestyle allows you to be able to eat burgers, pizza, pasta, cakes, cookies, and pies and  never have to count calories, fats 

or carbs! No weighing or measuring your food Within days, you can lose weight, increase your energy, look and feel younger and more ! 
 

 DOES THIS SOUND LIKE YOU? ñI want to be healthier!ò ñI want to lose a few pounds!ò ñI need more energy!ò ñIôve heard about the 

benefits of Raw and Living Food!ò ñIôm so busy, where do I start?ò  
 

We , the ñSimplified Raw Team,ò are happy to announce that we will have workshops at MAINSTREET . The cost is $20-$25 per person. 

We have kid-friendly demos and recipes!  In these interactive workshops you will learn:   
 

Ā Benefits of eating Raw and Living Food  and the difference between ñRawò and ñLivingò food  

· How to prepare gorgeous raw food meals, simply and quickly, and how to make this work within your budget  
 

You will leave inspired to be able to make this food for yourself, your family and friends.  The dishes you will learn will include: 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner, using only BASIC EQUIPMENT.  Don't miss out on the full rejuvenating, revitalizing effects of eating 

this way.  Contact me at (770) 314-5766 for more information or to sign up for one of our exciting seminars. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Mainstreet Senior Womenôs Tennis team, 2011 Atlanta 

Lawn Tennis Association (ALTA) Division Winners and City Champions!!! (See 

plaque on the Tennis court soon.)  Tennis, the sport for life affords advantages from pre-

schoolers to senior citizens. Read Charging The Net a History of Blacks in Tennis 

From Althea Gibson and Arthur Ashe to the Williams Sisters.) website: 

www.chargingthenet.com) 
 

Remember, there are four distinct health advantages, both physically and mentally for 

seniors that play tennis.  They are: 1) It builds strength in your upper body, legs, hips 

and abdomen, as well as, improves your speed and overall flexibility; 2) For older 

individuals, ñparticipation in tennis has tremendous physiological and psychological 

benefitsò according to James Rippe, MD of the University of Massachusetts  Medical 

School; 3) The sport of tennis outperforms all others in developing physical fitness and 

personality characteristics; and finally, 4) Tennis combines the fat burning benefits of 

aerobic exercise with the health and strength building benefits of interval exercise. 
 

Tennis also offers some great benefits and opportunities for the youth population.  Here are three examples: First, the United 

States Tennis Association (USTA), the largest national tennis association, sponsors a youth program for kids 10 and under to 

get them involved in tennis early. As an added incentive, USTA provides free membership for the kidôs first year in the 

program.  Second, several colleges provide full tennis scholarships for high school students there are many more available for 

girls than boys.  Finally, as another example, the Racquet Club of the South, here in Atlanta hosts an annual event to select a 

wildcard to participate in the main draw of the Australian Open (2012).  This year, the selection will be drawn from a line of 

eight (8) Americans starting at age 15 years of age. 
 

The official professional tennis year begins with the first Major Grand Slam of the season, the Australian Open, starting 

January 16, 2012 in Melbourne, Australia.  Remember, the Mainstreet Community continues to support Michele Obamaôs 

fight against obesity.   For information on any of the opportunities listed or to join a tennis team please contact Mainstreet 

Clubhouse  (770-469-7238). 

 
 www.chargingthenet.com a history of Blacks in Tennis. 

By Larryette Kyle DeBose, Author 

TENNIS ANYONE? 

http://www.chargingthenet.com/
http://www.chargingthenet.com/
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Hi, Mainstreet pet lovers!  Weôre going to talk about how to pick out a 

new dog thatôs right for you and your family.  Dogs are called 

ñCompanion Animalsò for a reason.  They are meant to be part of your 

family.  Dogs are social animals and need people around!  They are NOT 

Farm animals or objects.  They are meant to live in your house ï NOT 

OUTSIDE.  In fact, DeKalb County has a law that a dog must NOT be tied 

up in a yard for more than a few hours a day.  So make sure you have 

room in your house, a place for the dog to sleep, and a place where you 

feed him.  If you donôt have a fenced yard, be prepared to walk your dog 

(on a leash and  bring plastic bags to pick up his poop!) several times a 

day.  Not only for the ñbathroom needs,ò but also a dog needs regular 

exercise as well as bonding time with you. 

 

DO NOT get a puppy younger than eight months if no one is going to be 

home all day.  A puppy is just like a baby ï it needs constant attention.  

Another point about puppies; you must constantly check his collar.  A 

collar should fit with about two fingers of room between it and a dogôs 

neck.  Puppies grow fast, so you must regularly loosen his collar, or get a 

bigger one as he grows.  Otherwise the puppy can choke or the collar can 

start cutting into his neck! 
 

If you are thinking of a particular Breed of dog ï DO YOUR 

HOMEWORK!  Donôt read books written by a Breeder of that breed, 

because they will never tell you any of the problems with their particular 

breed.  Instead, research online to find the good and not so good traits of 

that particular breed.  (I.e.: some are very hyper, or yappy, some need 

more exercise than others; and also what genetic health problems they may 

be prone to.)  Pick a breed that suits you and your familyôs lifestyle. 
 

Be aware that, just like kids, there are many maintenance costs!  Even if 

you are given a dog for free, besides the obvious cost of food ï they also 

need vaccinations (every year) to stay healthy.  Rabies shots every year are 

required by LAW!  They also need vaccinations against other canine 

diseases.  Here in the South, dogs need to be on Heartworm prevention 

and Flea prevention year round.  Both Heartworm and too many fleas will 

kill a dog.  Vet bills are expensive!  Dogs get sick and have accidents just 

like kids do!  Also, get your dog fixed!  Everyone loves puppies, but you 

would be surprised how hard it is to give them away!!!  We donôt need any 

more dogs to end up in shelters!!!  So, be prepared, and make sure you 

have the money it requires to feed and provide the proper care for your 

dog. 
 

Dogs are WONDERFUL companions and will give you unconditional 

love.  Itôs a scientific fact that people who own pets live longer!  But too 

often, people will get a dog without getting educated about their care ï 

many dogs end up in a shelter (or worse, get abandoned) for that very 

reason.  So, PLEASE ï educate yourself on the different temperaments of 

different dogs & what is involved with their care!  IT MATTERS!!! 

 

Questions?  Email me at  angelpaw@bellsouth.net 

.  
Your Animal Lovinô Neighbor, Bev                                                                                                                      

 

LEARN CPR -- IT SAVES LIVES ! 

INTRODUCING CPR CLASSES AT MAINSTREET IN 2012 
 

DID YOU KNOW?  Statistics show that about 92 percent of 

sudden cardiac arrest victims do not make it to the hospital in 

time and more lives could be saved if more people knew CPR. 

CPR performed immediately can double, or triple, a personôs 

chance of survival  DID YOU KNOW?  Choking, which is caused 

by food or another foreign object becoming lodged in the throat, 

or airway, accounts for nearly 4,600 deaths each year. 

 

COME LEARN HOW EASY YOU CAN HELP TO SAVE A LIFEé

IT MAY BE YOURS OR A FRIEND,FAMILY MEMBER OR 

COWORKER.  TO SIGN UP FOR CPR CLASSES PLEASE 

CONTACT the Mainstreet Clubhouse  office at (770) 469-7238. 

How to Prepare Your Yard for Winter :  (Source: Houselogic, 

Lisa Gordon, Oct 2011)  Pull on some gloves, grab your tools, 

and get ready to mulch, prune, and plant before severe cold 

weather turns the lights out on your landscaping. 
 

Spread Mulch ï Fall mulching is better for the plants than spring 

mulching. It helps protect roots from frost and helps retain 

moisture during a cold and dry winter.  Spread 2-3 inches of 

fresh mulch around shrubs and trees. Avoid using ñfreeò mulch 

from municipal piles, which often contain disease spores; 

instead, buy hardwood shredded mulch from home and garden 

centers.  Cheap, dump mulch mainly is made from trees that have 

died from disease.  Many diseases will linger in the mulch, like 

leaf spot and pine bark borers. 
 

Composting Leaves ï Rotting leaves and pine needles make great 

compost.  Throw them onto your compost pile, and douse them 

with water before you drain your outdoor spigot for the winter. 

Or, bag up the leaves and throw them into a corner of your yard. 

If we have a mild winter, dark plastic will catch the rays and 

cook the leaves, speeding up decomposition.  Come spring, dump 

the rotting leaves on your compost pile, and save the bags for 

next fallôs cleanup. 
 

Remove the dead and dying ï Fall isnôt the time to prune because 

that encourages growth when healthy plants should remain 

dormant.  Donôt shelve your shears and loppers yet.  Fall is the 

time to neaten your landscaping before putting it to bed for the 

winter. If you remove dead landscaping in fall, you donôt have to 

look at it all winter.  Remove dead annuals.  Deadhead spent 
blooms, and cut back dead and desiccated ornamental grasses 

and perennials. Lightly prune dead and dying branches from 

shrubs and trees. Carefully remove dried blossoms from 

hydrangea, but donôt remove dead-looking stalks, where new 

buds will form in spring. 
 

Wrap delicate shrubs ï High winds can dry and split your 

delicate and pricey shrubs.  To protect your landscaping from the 

winter elements:  (1) hide small plants under overturned plastic 

pots or buckets; (2) wrap shrubs, such as boxwoods, in burlap; 

and (3) surround vulnerable trees with shredded leaves. 
 

Take advantage of fall sales ï Early fall until the ground freezes 

is a good time to plant trees and shrubs. Not only do cooler 

weather and autumn rain put less stress on young landscaping 

plants, nurseries often have sales to empty their shelves before 

winter. 

 

Landscape Committee 
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Keeping Your Christmas Plants Perky  
(Source: Jerry Baker, Master Gardener Newsletter) 

 

The Christmas holiday season has come and gone and for those of you that were 

given a Christmas Cactus or Poinsettias and donôt have a clue as to how to keep 

them alive and perky all season long ~ youôre in luck!  Here are a few care instruc-

tions just in case you did not receive any, may have misplaced the care instructions 

or lost them. 
 

Christmas Cactus ï Start by placing in a cool location and water it just enough to 

keep the plant from wilting.  Re-pot the cactus in April, and water it thoroughly 

whenever the soil begins to dry out.  Around mid-September, cut back on watering 

(the soil should be on the dry side) and move the plant back to its cool location un-

til flower buds form.  Increase the water and temperature during blooming.  If your 

Christmas cactus is only drooping ï not blooming ï give it a few days of cool 

weather (45 degrees to 65 degrees Fahrenheit) to trigger the booming sequence.  

Then place it in a shady window until mid-October, and youôll have a new batch of 

blooms by next Christmas!  A gift that keeps on giving! 
 

Poinsettias ï Poinsettias like full sun, so keep near a light source, but sheltered 

from drafts. If you set your poinsettias on a windowsill, place a piece of cardboard 

between the plant and the window at night to protect it from chilly air.  Water your 

plant regularly and thoroughly, but donôt ever let it stand in water.  If your poinset-

tiaôs foliage starts to yellow, the plant is probably not getting enough light or nitro-

gen, or is being watered too much.  Set it in a brighter location; give it a dose of 

fertilizer, and hold off on the watering until the top of the soil has dried out.  

Leaves will start to wilt if the plant is too dry or exposed to a draft.  Move it to a 

more sheltered spot and perk it up with a drink. 

 

Garden Committee 

 

-://z4  

daycare  

Quality Daycare Services 
 

Experienced, Healthy Care 
5 Days/Week, $25 Per Day 
State Certified, Background Check 

 

For Information Contact Lynn Hallmon 

Call 770-469-0888 
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