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SAFETY & PRIDE IN COMMUNITY  
 

Have you visited the Mainstreet Community website lately?  The site 

has been totally revamped and features more than 90 pictures of our 

beautiful community, as well as recent events such as the Easter Egg 

Hunt and the Mainstreet Mega Yard sale, both held at the Pavilion.  

Your efforts helped raise more than $1,000 towards the MCCWC 

Scholarship Fund and the Young Menõs Leadership Academy. 

CRIME SUMMITñ OCTOBER 14, 2009 
 

Mainstreet Community Crime Watch Committee (MCCWC) is hosting itõs 

second Crime Summit at the Mainstreet Clubhouse to further address 

Safety in the Community as the primary theme.  DeKalb County law 

enforcement, neighboring homeowner associations and government 

officials will be present.  Volunteers and committee members are 

needed.  HOMEOWNERS are welcome.  Yes We Can! 
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MAINSTREET 
GOES  

HOLLYWOOD  
 

A couple of months ago, 

Community Associate, Nadine 

Rivers-Johnson and myself, visited 

Georgia Public Television (GPTV) 
studios to participate in a 

commercial for the Young Menôs 

Leadership Academy (YMLA) 

that Mainstreet community is sponsoring. During the taping of the 

commercial, we had opportunity to discuss some of our plans for 

(Continued on page 8) 

At a recent meeting of community 

leaders and elected officials held at 

the Mainstreet Clubhouse on April 

30, 2009, Sergeant Scott Biumi, of 

the DeKalb Police Department, 

T ucke r  P rec i nc t ,  t o l d  the 

gathering...òMainstreet community is 

one of the safest communities in 

DeKalb County. Mainstreet is in the 

lowest 10 percent in crime statistics.ò 

He pointed out that because of the cooperation his department has 

received from residents in Mainstreet, the police have been able to 

keep crime down to the figure he cited. He stated that, although 

we should be encouraged by the relatively low number of crimes, 

as borne out by the statistics, we should not be satisfied and 

should continue to report any instances of crime and or suspicious 

activities in the community. He further stated that his department 

is doing everything they can, in spite of reduced resources and 

staffing, to keep crime under control. Board President, Gerald A. 

Ferguson, acknowledged that Sergeant Biumi and his staff have 

been exceedingly cooperative over the years and referred to the 

awards that Sergeant Biumi and Officer Joyner received at last 

yearôs Awards/Dinner Dance for exemplary service to  the 

residents of Mainstreet Community  Services Association, Inc. 

The meeting, attended by Senator Gloria Butler, Commissioner 

Sharon Barnes Sutton, State Representative Michele Henson, Mr. 

Al F. Sheppard, Athletic and Aquatics Manager, Parks and 

Recreation Department, Mr. Derrick Hill, Executive Director, 

Young Menôs Leadership Academy, Mainstreetôs Board Vice-

President, George Bullet, Treasurer Mamye Britt, Member-at-

Large Anthony Rayford, Community Associate Nadine Rivers-

Johnson, and  other local officials, was convened by Board 

President, Gerald A. Ferguson, to discuss several items of concern 

to the residents of the Mainstreet Community.  

 

The number one item on the agenda was the recent rash of crimes 

in the Parkside Townhome community. Sergeant Biumi requested 

information relative to crime in Mainstreet, and Parkside in 

particular, be sent directly to him for action. Commissioner 

Sharon Barnes Sutton advised that she desired to be copied on 

these crime reports as well, so that she could keep abreast of the 

various incidents of crime  statistics in Mainstreet. 

 

Also, included in the agenda, was the planned Young Menôs 

Leadership Academy, sponsored by Mainstreet,  

that is slated to open in early September of this year. The final 

agenda item was, to determine the ownership and status of the 

(Continued on page 8) 

Media Communications Committee & 

Cast of Mainstreet Documentary Film 

MAINSTREETä AMONG SAFEST COMMUNITIES  IN DEKALB 

GERALD A. FERGUSON,  

PRESIDENT  

P AR T Y I N G    HA R D Y 
 

Pictured to the left is Dr. Joyce 

Morley-Ball ï one of the many 

revelers at Board of Directors 

President, Gerald A. Fergusonôs 

house on Saturday, May 16, 2009.  

The occasion was a celebration of 

staff and board members. 
 

Dr. Joyce Morley-Ball serves as an 

expert guest on Channel 11-Alive 

WXIA TV, and she is recognized as 

a relationship expert, affectionately 

called ñDr. Joyceðthe Love Doctor.ò  She is a talk show host, author, poet, 

and columnist.  Dr. Morley-Ball has served as an educator in the public 

school system and as a professor at the post-secondary level for more than 

25 years. She engages in motivational speaking, training, and executive 

coaching at the national, state and local levels, and she serves as a licensed 

psychotherapist in private practice. 

Elizabeth Jordan-Johnson & Dr. Joyce Morley-Ball  
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PUB NIGHT AT THE CLUBHOUSE  

1ST Fridaysñ8:00 P.M.ð 1:00 A.M. 

Bring Your Own Food and Drink. 
 

BOOK CLUB  

4THFridaysñ7:30 P.M. 

Club members and homeowners welcome. 

Bring your reading suggestions! 
 

KARATE AT MAINSTREET  

Saturday Morning 

Beginners:  9:00 A.M.ñ10:30 A.M. 

Advanced:  10:30  A.M.ñNOON 
 

MCCWCC (Crime Watch)  

Saturday Morning - 10:00 A.M. 

Committee Members/Volunteers Needed 
 

Note:  Board of Directors meetings held the third 

 Tuesday of each  month.  Homeowners welcome! 

 



Volunteers Needed! 

First and foremost, we are 

mindful of the financial 

situation we all face, and we 

are trying to lower costs 

without decreasing services to 

the community. We have an 

upcoming project to build a 

fence and would like to get 

some of Mainstreetôs 

handymen involved on a 

volunteer basis. This is a way 

to help rebuild your 

community and get involved! So please give us a call or just 

stop by the office if you are interested in helping out. 
 

Pool Season is HereéDo You Know Where Your Mainstreet 

IDôs Are?  Itôs time to start looking in the bottom of your pool 

bag or maybe in the drawer with the swimsuits for your IDôs. 

Everyone age seven (7) and up who resides in the household 

and wishes to gain admission to the pool will need an updated 

2009 sticker and must be in good standing with your 

association assessments. If you are a new resident, you must 

visit the Clubhouse and we will be glad to assist you in getting 

your ID and photo taken (fee $2.00).  Credit Cards are not 

accepted. For more information visit the Mainstreet 

Community website at www.mainstreetcommunty.org or call 

the office at 770-469-7238.  
 

Community Design Standards (CDS) 

Unfortunately, we still have a number of residents who are not 

meeting the standards outlined by our Community Design 

Standards (CDS) who have received letters advising them of 

their violations. It is incumbent upon all of us to maintain our 

properties in accordance with Mainstreetôs CDS.  This 

includes upkeep of your lawns, repairs/painting of your 

homes, parking your vehicles in the driveway and/or garages 

(not on the lawns or in cul-de-sacs), ensuring your roofs are 

free of mold, and keeping your yard debris and garbage in an 

appropriate trash receptacle.  Also, it is against the law to walk 

pets off leash or to not scoop their poop. We will continue to 

work with DeKalb Police Code Enforcement, Officer Gordon, 

on the ongoing violations that exist today. 
 

Real Estate Sales Slow in Mainstreet! 

Not unlike the rest of DeKalb County, we have begun to see 

the effects of the slowdown in the real estate market in the 

neighborhood. In the last couple of years a number of homes 

have changed hands within Mainstreet. However, during the 

first half of 2009 there have been fewer transactions. What 

does this mean to you as homeowners? Can you expect this to 

negatively impact values in the long run? 
 

Typically when an area experiences a drastic reduction in 

sales like weôve seen over the last eight (8) months in 

Mainstreet, we expect to see a huge rise in inventory and large 

price reductions...all giving way to a collapse in values. This is 

otherwise known as a buyerôs market. But in the situation we 

find ourselves in today, in Mainstreet, that is not really 

occurring. While the number of sold transactions are down by 

nearly 50%, the average price of the closed homes is actually 

down ever so slightly. The average days on the market has 

increased exponentially, and inventory is up slightly from the 

same period last year. Currently, there are about 56 homes on 

the market in Mainstreet, without an oversupply in any one 

price range.  
 

What does all this mean, and what can we expect over the 

long haul? Because the market it not really collapsing, this 

tells us that buyers are being cautiouséthey are straddling the 

fence. Those buyers who do not need to move, are watching 

and waiting. This could be due in part to the volatility in the 

mortgage industry, which has caused a fluctuation in interest 

rates. However, if the inventory in the neighborhood stays at 

current level and the active listings are in all varieties of 

shape, size, and price ranges, Mainstreet can expect to fare 

extremely well throughout the rest of this year and into 2010.  
 

Stay Current!!! 

I would like to work with you prior to your account being 

turned over for collections and/or litigation.   We are 

persistent with collections and litigation against all delinquent 

homeowners.  So my door is always open to provide 

assistance to those that would like to become involved again 

with the community as a resident in good standing. For those 

that would like to save money and time, please contact me 

directly to sign up for an Automatic Check Hold (ACH).  It 

has been a pleasure to work for Mainstreet for the past three 

plus years and especially this year with the ever so involved 

Board of Directors, who have demonstrated their commitment 

to the ñSafety and Prideò that they are striving for in 

Mainstreet.  
 

So far, 2009 has been a productive and exciting year for 

improvements and projects within Mainstreet and we would 

love to hear your concerns and/or ideas for YOUR community, 

as we are committed to being ñA Caring Communityéò  

 

 

 

 

Message From the Association Manager  
Tonya Y. Terrell 
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Association Manager Terrell and  Detective J. T. Marshall, 

Former ICP Officer for Mainstreet Community 

http://www.mainstreetcommunty.org/


MAINSTREET ï A Community Perspective  
By Nadine Rivers-Johnson 

Community Associate and Mainstream Editor-in-Chief 

 
We are all the sum 

of our parts.  It is 

imperative that our 

community uses all 

its components 

e f fec t i ve l y  to 

become a cohesive 

and thriving entity. 
 

Opportunities to grow and develop within any 

group traditionally begin with familial roots and 

historical perspective.  Our community began in 

1973 with the vision of Cohn Properties and 

resulted in a pleasing community that adheres to 

standards for natural preservation.  We share a 

rich history of family-oriented services and 

activities.  Today, visitors to our community 

recognize the distinctive characteristics that set us 

apart from others.  Because we are infused with 

many nationalities and age groups, we inherited a 

distinctive cultural base. 
 

We have a long list of obstacles including:  apathy 

within our ranks; an unwillingness to develop and 

support events; and, a stagnant, complacent 

attitude.  We use these excuses to divert blame for 

problems such as economic dependency, 

diminished consumer buying power, and 

declining market appreciation. 
 

I believe we can use this opportunity to 

successfully recommit to a community vision.  A 

united front and participatory practices are what 

will set us apart and make a difference in our 

continued growth.  It is what will see us through 

current economic conditions and bring Mainstreet 

back to a position of stability and growth.  Safety 

and pride in community is more than a 

catchphrase, it is the reality that has set Mainstreet 

apart for the last three and a half decades. 

 

One noted educator and speaker, Bruce Benway, 

provides an interesting analogy.  He contends that 

a tree firmly rooted in the ground may be bent, 

branches broken, and leaves can be blown away.  

But as long as the roots are intact, the tree is 

intact.  However, if that same tree is cut down and 

severed from its roots, the foundation weakens 

and eventually deteriorates and dies.  It can be 

turned into a chair, a stool, or a table.  It can also 

be reduced to a pile of wood chips and eventually 

mulch. 
 

The present challenge at hand is this:  Let us learn 

from failures of the past, correct the errors of the 

present, and plan for a successful future.  We have 

an obligation to cultivate our community and 

youth right now!  We must act with conviction in 

the present.  Our youths are in serious trouble.  

We can endeavor to sow the seeds of a triumphant 

inheritance.  It is within our power to affect 

change and create an environment for growth and 

prosperity in our community.  Mainstreet can 

branch out and provide an enriched environment 

for residents and families alike.  Pollination of our 

family tree today will most certainly yield 

successful harvests for generations to come. 

 

MAINSTREET éA Community Perspective  By:  Nadine Rivers -Johnson  
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RENOWNED AUTHOR,  

J. CALIFORNIA COOPER 

P A R T I C I P A T E S  I N 

MAINSTREET BOOK CLUB  
 

When the Mainstreet Book Club 

members finished discussing the May 

book of the month, we were surprised 

to learn that we would be talking with 

the author.  We were able to talk with 

Ms. J. California Cooper about her 

book, In Search of Satisfaction. Not only was Ms. Cooper willing 

to discuss the book, but she shared so much more with us on life, 

her beliefs and world events. 
 

She graciously talked with the book club members in an informal 

manner.  In fact, Ms Cooper is a family friend to one of our book 

club members, Ms Diane Mundine.  Talking with the author was 

a great surprise for Diane, since it had been over 10 years since the 

two of them had spoken.  (We had one of our newest book club 

members, Stephanie Brooks, to thank for arranging the call with 

Ms. Cooper.)  Stephanie met Ms. Cooper several years ago at the 

Atlanta-sponsored National Book Club Conference.  The two of 

them have stayed in contact.  So, Stephanie set up the call when 

she learned that we would be reading the book by her favorite 

author and friend.  Other members participating in the call were 

Mary Manning, Valeria Johnson, Deidre Shannon, Linda 
McNair, Nadine Rivers-Johnson, and Brenda Johnson.  Many 

questions that were raised in our discussions of the book were 

clarified by Ms. Cooper.  The book, In Search of Satisfaction, 

mirrors everyday desires, goals and problems as presented through 

the lives and relationships of three families over several 

generations.  The book takes you through the charactersô quest for 

satisfaction through wealth, power ,or love. 
 

Ms. California, although 78 years young, is still writing.  She first 

achieved literary acclaim as a playwright.  Through the 

encouragement of Alice Walker, (the author of The Color 

Purple), she put pen to paper and launched her career as a novelist.  

Her latest book, Life is Short But Wide, has just been released by 

Doubleday Books.  We asked her what advice she would give to 

an aspiring writer.  In her no-nonsense straight-talking style she 

said, ñIf you want to write, just write.ò 
 

Talk about it being a small world, Diane said that Ms. Cooper used 

to live in a triplex in California on a busy street.  The triplex was 

owned by Joan California Cooper and sold to her by Dianeôs father 

who had a real estate brokerage firm.  The way it was positioned 

on the street, Ms. Cooper had a window that she designated as her 

writing room.  When the shade was down, Ms. Cooper was writing 

and did not want to be disturbed.  She just did it. 
 

Her book, In Search of Satisfaction, concentrates on real life 

experiences involving - love, hate, adultery, bigamy, murder, 

incest, child abuse, passing, using, discipline, and no guidance, 

among other things.  The book is thoroughly entertaining.  The 

Mainstreet Book Club discussions and J. California Cooperôs 

conversations helped us to see many lessons that the characters, 

and thus the reader, either learned or earned.  It is clear that Ms. 

(Continued on page 6) 

     MAINSTREET TENNIS  

By:  Larryette Kyle, Tennis Coordinator 

 

In any given season, Mainstreet has two to four tennis 

teams playing year-round.  Since 2000, the Mainstreet 

Community has won five championships!  The plaques 

are displayed on the Front Tennis Courts located next to 

the Mainstreet Clubhouse. 

 

The teams generally play in two major leagues:  Atlanta 

Lawn Tennis Association (ALTA), which has 

approximately 80,000 members and is the largest local 

recreational community tennis league in the world; and,  

United States Tennis Association (USTA), which is the 

largest national tennis association with 325,000 members 

and is also one of the oldest tennis leagues in American 

History. 
 

In the spring  2009 Mainstream issue, we discussed the 

physical and mental benefits of tennis.  Another very 

positive aspect of playing tennis is that over 1,000 

colleges offer tennis scholarships!  At present, there are 

1,700-plus tennis scholarships available for men and 

3,700-plus tennis scholarships available for women.  

These scholarships are easier to attain than those for 

baseball, football, or basketball, because there is much 

less competition.  Mainstreet supports its Tennis/Swim 

community with portions of the mandatory homeowners 

association fees, as well as the non-resident tennis fees.   

FREE TENNIS LESSONS  will be available in the near 

future.  Check www.mainstreetcommunty.org for more 

information or contact the Mainstreet Clubhouse. 
 

(FY I:  Venus and Serena Williams made tennis history 

in 2002 as the only sisters ever to be ranked No. 1 and 

No. 2 simultaneously in the world.  They started their 

tennis careers at ages 7 and 8 on community tennis 

courts! ) 
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J. California Cooper 

http://www.mainstreetcommunty.org


Cooperôs faith in God and Jesus is very strong and a major part of 

her life.  It is the basis of who she is and is a part of her thoughts 

and speech.  She said that you either talk about your faith 

wherever you are, otherwise you are ashamed.  She was definitely 

not ashamed and willing to share her beliefs.  She is a refreshingly 

real, honest and open person.    

 

Talking to the author of a book being discussed in the book club 

was a great surprise.  Thanks again to Stephanie Brooks for taking 

the initiative to arrange the call.  We all enjoyed our conversations 

with J. California Cooper.  Many of us plan to attend the 

upcoming National Book Club Conference that is scheduled for 

July 31 to August 2, 2009, at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in 

Downtown Atlanta.  Visit the website for more information at: 

http://www.nationalbookclubconference.com. 

  

In the meantime, we hope to see you at the June 26, , Mainstreet 

Book Club Meeting.  We meet the last Friday of each month at 

7:30 p.m. in the Mainstreet Clubhouse.  Watch for the 

announcement on the Clubhouse marquee.  If you leave your name 

and email address in the Clubhouse office, you can be added to the 

Mainstreet Book Club email list and get more updates.  Well, what 

are you waiting for? 

(Continued from page 5)  

Iôve heard most of the professed reasons why some of our 

kids are the way they are today...poor educational system, 

one parent households, poverty, unfiltered messages and 

filthy language on TV and in the movies, lack of discipline 

at home, and a society that seems to care less. But, these are 

the things that got us where we are today. What we have to 

think about now is, how are we going to get back control of 

our lives and children? Being afraid of them certainly is not 

going to do it...this encourages bad behavior and, in some 

cases, fuels further instances of intimidation by them.  

 

We need to stand up as men and let these youngsters know, 

we are not going to lock ourselves in our homes, let them 

destroy our way of life and cause our family members to 

cringe in fear. We need to stand up and act like men. We 

need to send a strong message, here in Mainstreet, that we 

will not succumb to terror and intimidation. We need a few 

good men to join together to take our community back! We 

need a ñMainstreet Guardianò organization. Iôm not talking 

about doing the work of the police department. Iôm talking 

about being a visible force that patrol our streets and make it 

known that we are watching and reporting any suspicious 

activities to the police. Iôm willing to lead this charge. I 

need just a few good men to join me in this effort and I 

guarantee you, within a few months, weôll see a noticeable 

decline in crime in Mainstreet. If you are interested in 

joining forces with me to take back our community, call 

Nadine Rivers-Johnson at 770-469-7238 to volunteer your 

services. 

A Few Good Men 
By: Gerald A. Ferguson 
 

 

It never ceases to amaze me how it is some young punks, as young 

as 13 years old or even younger, can cause the kind of discord and 

trauma to whole communities as exists today. Maybe, because of 

the period I grew up in, is why I find it so difficult to comprehend 

this phenomena. In those days, we considered kids...just kids. 

They had their roles in life...which included learning about girls, 

reading books, getting an education, playing sports, riding bikes, 

roller skating and other such involvement's.  Adults were 

respected, and there was a deference demonstrated when an elder 

showed up on the scene that was unmistakable and was the rule..  

 

Then we stopped parenting, and left the development of our 

children to their own devices such as TV, movies, the internet and 

their peers. An education is now frowned upon, by those that find 

learning difficult, for whatever reason, and they place a negative 

spin on education to cover for their lack of interest and ability to 

learn. Thatôs bad enough, but they also force their lack of 

motivation and disinterest on the kids that want to do good in 

school, which causes a break down in the system and ultimately 

leads to under achievement and development of our youth.  

 

To emulate the rappers violent and inarticulate rhetoric, which 

demeans our young ladies, and the wearing of jail house fashions, 

is now the ñin thing.ò I just donôt get it! Whatôs so cool about 

acting ignorant and wearing your pants so low, your butt is 

hanging out in the back? And the language...what happened there? 

What sort of English classes did some of these kids today attend? 

Talk about splitting participles? I just donôt get it. Call me old 

fashioned or ñnot with itò, but ignorance and idiotic behavior by 

anyone, especially students, never impressed me very favorably.  

MAINSTREET POOL GRAND OPENING  
 

Pictured above is the Niecie family at the Mainstreet Pool 

Grand Opening on May 23, 2009. 

 
 

 

FREE SWIMMING LESSONS 
 

Swimming lessons will begin on Tuesday, June 16, 2009, at the 

Mainstreet Adult Pool area, and will be available on Tuesdays 

and Thursday between the hours of 1:00 pm and 3:00 p.m.  

Visit or call the Clubhouse office to obtain a schedule of when 

particular age groups will be accommodated. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

abandoned church building adjacent to Mainstreetôs main entranceway. 

 

A very beneficial round-table discussion ensued, and assistance in helping 

to solve the issues brought before the participants was offered by those in 

attendance. Representative Michele Henson suggested a meeting be held 

with the Pastor of Antioch Church on S. Hairston Road to see if facilities 

are present at the church that could be made available to house the Young 

Menôs Leadership Academy. She subsequently arranged a meeting 

between President Ferguson, Mr. Derrick Hill, Pastor Wicker of Antioch 

Church, and herself to discuss the potential of housing the YMLA at  one 

of Antioch Churchôs South Hairston Road facilities on an interim basis.  
 

Commissioner Sharon Barnes Sutton pledged to provide information on 

the ownership and status of the abandoned church; following the meeting, 

her office did in fact provide the promised information in a very short 

period of time. We are investigating the possibility of securing the 

building to house the Young Men's Leadership Academy. 
 

Mr. Al F. Sheppard of Parks & Recreation advised he would make 

available, through his resources, swimming instructors for the pool season, 

and furnish help in developing a swim team. He also indicated that he 

would provide equipment for young peopleôs tennis as well as assist in 

securing professionals to teach tennis to the youngsters in Mainstreet.  
 

The summit was roundly praised by all and a follow-up meeting has been 

scheduled for June 25, 2009, to check the progress and results of the 

developed approach to solving the problems that were discussed.  
 

The meeting was chaired by President Ferguson, and all coordination and 

arrangements for the meeting was done by Mainstreet Community 

Associate Nadine Rivers-Johnson. A scrumptious luncheon was provided 

through the assistance of residents Cynthia Carter, Paulette Rusnack and 

Edith Clark.  
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QUEENS BEHOLD  

Let us serve you with the best care 
In Wellness &Beautification Services 

Feel and look like the  

QUEEN  You Are -Inside and Out 
Contact:  Keena J,  

Makeup Artist:  (678) 732-6719 

         kjohn121@gmail.com 
 (Discounted ServicesðMainstreet Residents) 

ALSO Featuring:  
 

 

 

BUBBALASHES ,  

MAKING YOUR MAKE -UP  POP ! 
EYELASHES (STRIPS/INDIVIDUAL)/ FACE ART/NAIL DESIGNS/SKIN 

CARE AND HELPING WOMEN TO LOOK GOOD OUTSIDE SO 
IT  MATCHES WITH THEIR INSIDES, PROMOTE LOVING THE SKIN 

YOU ARE IN AND MAKING IT WORK FOR YOU 

PRICES: (FULL FACE): $20-UP 

LASHES:  $10-UP 

EYEBROWS:  $5-UP 

 NAIL DESIGNS:  $1-UP 
WE ALSO DO: 

CHILDRENôS PARTIES/ADULT PAMPER PARTIES (MOBILE) 

CONTACT ñVEEò AT: 404.454-4618 

Mainstreet with the producer/director of the project. 

Subsequently, with the assistance of the Executive Director of 

the Young Menôs Leadership Academy, Mr. Derrick L.  Hill, 

Georgia Public Television offered a 30-minute time slot to do a 
documentary film of life in the Mainstreet Community. 

And, thatôs how it started. Since then, we have been holding 

meetings every Sunday at the clubhouse with producers, 

cameramen, those who will be acting in the documentary and 

our Mainstreet Media Communications Committee (MMCC) 

members to develop the script and ideas for the project. To 

date, we have an almost completed script, selected most of the 

leading players and have started rehearsals and taping. The 

documentary will be centered around the history of Mainstreet, 

the current status of our community, our amenities and the 

great folks that live in Mainstreet. We are very excited about 
this project, and anticipate completion of the documentary 

during the first part of   August 2009. 
 

I am the Executive Producer/Director of the project and Nadine 

is the Producer. Nadineôs daughter, Keena S. Johnson, is also 

part of the project and lends her expertise as an actor and 

educational background in TV production to the task. Grady 

Baldwin, of Parkside Townhomes, is playing the father, Deidre 

Shannon, of Post Road Pass, is playing the mother and eight-

year-old Jada Dugas, of Post Road Circle, is the daughter. We 

are fortunate to have attracted a number of very talented 
individuals, from not only Mainstreet, but outside of our 

community as well, who have volunteered their expertise in 

various capacities to the community documentary project.  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

MAINSTREET EASTER EGG HUNT  
 

The Mainstreet Egg Hunt, held on Saturday, April 11, 2009, was a 

rousing success.  Approximately 100 kids, along with their parents, 

attended.  Each child was given an Easter basket in which to place 

the eggs they found scattered throughout the Pavilion area.  

Everyone found eggs and had a wonderful time.  They played games, 

had hotdogs and drinks,  and met the Mainstreet Easter Bunny. 
 

From some of the pictures depicted on page 20, itôs obvious that not 

all of the kids considered the Easter Bunny a very friendly figure! 

(lol)  But, Mr. Mainstreet Easter Bunny eventually won them over, 

and they enjoyed his antics, had a great time, and left worn out and  

satisfied.  The entire affair was planned and produced by our 

Association Manager, Tonya Y. Terrell .  Thank you, Tonya, for all 

you did and for chairing this extremely successful affair. (Pictures 

appear on page 20.) 

CASTING CALL FOR MAINSTREET 

DOCUMENTARY COMING SOON !!!  

ANTHONY RAYFORD , member of 

the Board of Directors, chaired the 

very successfully Mega Yard Sale 

held at the Mainstreet Pavilion on 

Saturday, May 2, 2009.  GREAT JOB 

ANTHONY!  
 

Anthony is also an active member of 

the Mainstreet Crime Watch 

Committee.  We look forward to his 

leadership in future events planned for 

our community.  

mailto:kjohn121@gmail.com


 

MEET A MAINSTREET CONTRACTOR:  ED MCGEE  
 

Ed McGee is a native of Queens, New York and has lived in 

Atlanta for the past 20 years.  Active in church, including the 

menôs choir, Ed is a firm believer in empowerment of self, 

business,  and community.  Ed is a staunch supporter, participant, 

and sponsor of many Mainstreet Community events.   
 

Ed is the father of five with three girls and two boys, and is 

married to Julie, his wife of 22 years.  Ed has always been active 

in community, and is the former president of Westridge Sandtown 

Community Organization.   

 
In addition to being the owner of Quick Action Group 

specializing in mechanical, electrical, and plumbing, Ed is also co

-owner of Paccinoôs Pizzeria along with his partner, Barry 

Nesmith.  Barry is a native of South Carolina, and has lived in 

Atlanta for the last 28 years.  A graduate of DeVry University, he 

has been in business with Ed McGee for the last two and a half 

years.  He is a Christian who is very active at his home church, 

Grace Tabernacle. 
 

Visit Paccinoôs Pizzeria  located at 4081 Redan Road between S. 

Indian Creek and the Indian Creek MARTA station.  Mention 

Mainstreet and receive a 10% discount off your order. 
 

 

a b a n d o n e d  c h u r c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a d j a c e n t  t o  M a i n s t r e e t ' s  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  w a y .  

 

A very beneficial round-table discussion was held and assistance in helping to solve the issues brought before the participants was 

offered by those in attendance. Representative Michele Henson suggested a meeting be held with the Pastor of Antioch Church on 

South Hairston Boulevard to see if facilities are present at the church that could be made available to house the Young Menôs 

Leadership Academy. She subsequently arranged a meeting between President Ferguson, Mr. Derrick Hill of the Young Menôs 

Leadership Academy, Pastor Wiggins of Antioch Church and herself to discuss the potential of housing the academy at  Antioch 

C h u r c h  o n  a n  i n t e r i m  b a s i s .  

 

Commissioner Sharon Barnes Sutton pledged to provide information on the ownership and status of the abandoned church and 

subsequent to the meeting, her office did in fact provide the promised information. We are investigating the possibility of securing 

t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  h o u s e  t h e  Y o u n g  M e n ' s  L e a d e r s h i p  A c a d e m y . 

 

Mr. Al F. Sheppard of Parks and Recreation advised he would make available, through his resources, life guards for the pool 

season, and furnish help in developing a swim team. He also indicated that he would provide equipment for young peopleôs tennis 

and also assist in securing professionals to teach tennis to the youngsters in Mainstreet.  

 

The summit was roundly praised by all and a follow-up meeting has been scheduled for June 30th to check the progress and results 

o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  s o l v i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d .  

 

The meeting was chaired by President Ferguson, and all coordination and arrangements for the meeting was done by Mainstreet 

Community Associate Nadine Rivers-Johnson. A scrumptious luncheon was provided through the assistance of residents Cynthia 

Carter, Paulette Rusnack and Edith Clark.  
(Continued on page 6) 

404.492.3171 

Mention This Mainstream  Advertisement 

to Receive  10% Coupon 

Service Fees Waived for Accepted Bid Proposals 

With over 20 years of experience and 

expertise, Quik Action Group is 

your one-stop shop for home 

building solutions.  References 

and insurance certification 

available upon request. 

We are proud to service the Atlanta metro 

and surrounding areas.  Contact our office 

today for a professional consultation. 

 

Contact Ed McGee for  

Detailed Service Agreements 

mdgllc@bellsouth.net 

Air Conditioning 

Heating 

Kitchen Equipment 

Electrical Lighting Services 

Outlets 

Fixtures 

QUIK ACTION 

GROUP 

QUIK  
ACTION  

GROUP 

Your Complete 

Building Solution! 

Licensed & Insured 
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President Obama has asked us to step 

forward and do what we can for our 

country, and it can start right here in 

Mainstreet. Fighting crime is a way of 

bettering our country, and at the same 

time, enhancing our lives and those of 

our children.  Get to know your neighbor 

and know your neighbor well enough to 

be a trusted partner in the fight against 

crime. The most effective part of a 

caring community is neighbors caring 

about each other. So I encourage 

everyone to become involved!  
 

Since my last article, the Crime Watch membership has increased.  

The surge of new membership will enable our plans for increased 

activities to be realized.  Many programs that will benefit the 

community are planned as well as ways of establishing solid 

means to address crime and to decrease its statistics. For example, 

on Sunday, June 14, 2009, we are sponsoring a "Meet Your 

Neighbor Potluck Dinner" being held at the Mainstreet Clubhouse 

specifically to encourage fellowship and create new neighborhood 

friendships.  Remember, opportunities that provide a means to 

disseminate information among ourselves are the key to building a 

cohesive community. As the community is better informed, more 

homeownersðneighbors will want to be involved in activities that 

will instill greater pride in contributing to the ongoing effort to 

m a i n t a i n  a  s a f e r  M a i n s t r e e t  C o m m u n i t y .   
 

Visit the Clubhouse. Make sure your identification card is updated 

to enable you, your children, and your guests to participate in all 

events and activities that Mainstreet has to offer. Remember, this 

is Mainstreet...a Caring Community. 

 

YOUNG MENôS LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
   By:  Derrick L. Hill , Executive Director, YMLA 

 

A Young Men's Leadership, Community Service  

and Mentoring Program 
 

Young Menôs Leadership Academy (YMLA), a community-

based after school academy designed to strengthen the lives of 

young men in elementary, middle, and high schools that live 

in the Mainstreet Community will launch itôs inaugural 

program on Monday September 7, 2009.   
 

This after-school academy will establish a sense of 

community, develop positive self-esteem, and develop 

leadership skills in the young men that reside within the 

Mainstreet community.  YMLA is designed to build academic 

success, encourage positive self-image, promote life skills 

development, and assist young men in planning for the future.  
 

The Academy will include entrepreneurial training, 

educational field trips, community service projects, leadership 

curriculum, golf lessons, meals, homework assistance,  SAT 

preparation, and much more.  Students will also be exposed to 

the world of multi-media through internship with People TV 

and AIB TV, learning all facets of television production.  The 

ñMainstreet Young Menôs Leadership Academyò will 

implement major events, along with providing the following:  
 

Í Activities such as self-expression through journal writing, 

team-building exercises, life skills training and self 

motivational techniques. 
 

Í Provides exposure to culturally relevant activities that 

stimulates youth-parent/guardian communication. 
 

Í Ongoing community service projects, designed to teach 

students the importance of giving to others and living in peace 

within their community. 
 

Crime Watch   
By:  George Bullett, Crime Watch Coordinator  
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The Mainstreet Community 

Crime Watch Committee 

(MCCWC) hosted a Crime 

Summit at the Mainstreet 

Clubhouse on March 25, 2009, 

to address methods of combating 

crime. With Safety in the 

Community as the primary 

theme, DeKalb County law 

enforcement ,  government 

officials, and homeowners were 

in attendance. 
 

Pictured from left to right is 

George W. Bullett, Jr., Board 

of Directors Vice President, 

Sharen Dorcon,  Cr ime 

Prevention/Public Education 

Specialist for DeKalb County 

Police Department, Tucker 

Precinct, local police officials, 

and Mainstreet homeowners. 



CRIME REPORT  

I C P 
 

  By C. A. Henry 

  ICP Liaison, Tucker Police Department 
 

 

It is my pleasure to serve, once again, as the Interactive 

Community Police (ICP) Officer for the Mainstreet 

Community.  Officer T.T. Davis is also assigned to 

Mainstreet, and together we are here to help make Mainstreet 

a great, safe place to live. 
 

We are entering our second year of service to your 

community, and although there have been some changes in 

the program, the primary focus remains the same:  to reduce 

crime and eliminate the fear of crime.  Our crime statistics 

numbers have been reduced, and we now have six officers 

assigned to community policing per precinct.  We may not 

be able to respond to all requests for meetings and events, 

but we remain committed to actively follow up on issues and 

concerns directly affecting the safety of the community. 
 

We appreciate the positive, mutual communication that has 

been established and maintained with the Mainstreet 

Community Board of Directors and the Clubhouse office 

staff.  As residents continue to actively monitor and report 

problem areas, they are contacting the office, and the office 

compiles the information so that we can follow-up.  With 

that kind of cooperation, we were recently able to recover a 

stolen vehicle off of Martin Road. 
 

With the summer season beginning, it is important to be 

aware of suspicious persons and vehicles in the 

neighborhood.  Call 911 to report any suspicious activity.  

Trim hedges that may block the view of windows and doors 

around your home.  Make sure alarm companies have all 

current contact numbers in case they need to reach you for an 

emergency. 
 

We appreciate all residents who are actively involved in the 

Mainstreet homeowners association and neighborhood 

watches.  There really is strength in numbers!  Have a safe 

and fun summer. 

Tucker Police Precinct 
1960 West Exchange Place, Tucker, GA  30084 

(770) 724-7565 
 

 

TUCKER PRECINCT CHANGES  
 

Welcome to Sgt. M. J. Ferreira!  Sgt. Ferreira is the new 

Sergeant for the Tucker Precinct, replacing Sgt. Scott 

Biumi , who transferred to the Auto Theft Division along 

with J. T. Marshall, former Mainstreet ICP Officer. Who 

has been promoted to the rank of Detective. 
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MAINSTREET ACTIVITIES  
 

MAINSTREET SOCIAL ACTIVITIES  
 

Mainstreet has a new Social Activities Chairperson.  

Please join us in welcoming long-time community resident 

Cynthia Carter  as Mainstreetôs Social Activities 

Chairperson.  Cynthia will preside over all social activities 

committees and will report to Community Associate, 

Nadine Rivers-Johnson. 
 

Cynthia is also the Holiday Decorating Committee 

Coordinator and is a 20-year resident of the Atlanta area.  

She is married to Lamont Carter , also an avid volunteer 

participant, and is the proud mother of two.  We thank 

Cynthia for her past contributions to our community and 

wish her the best of luck in her new position.    

CONGRATULATIONS CYNTHIA!   
 

MAINSTREET SCHOLARSIP FUND 2009 
 

This year, another deserving high school graduate will be 

awarded a scholarship towards their college education.  

The award for 2009 has been increased from $1,000 to 

$1,500 due to the many fundraising activities that have 

occurred since the establishment of the fund.  Applicants 

must be a Mainstreet resident, complete an essay of 250 

words or less on a subject that is determined yearly by the 

Scholarship Fund Committee.  Applicants must have a 3.0 

or above cumulative GPA.  There is still time to apply!  

For more information, contact the Mainstreet Clubhouse at 

(770) 469-7238 or log onto  the Mainstreet Communityôs 

website at: www.mainstreetcommunity.org. 
 

MEGA YARD SALE SCORES BIG!!!  
 

The Mainstreet Mega Yard Sale, sponsored by the 

Mainstreet Community Crime Watch Committee 

(MCCWC), was held on Saturday, May 2, 2009, at the 

Pavilion.  The event attracted more than 100 vendors and 

residents alike.  The Mega Yard Sale, with proceeds 

benefiting the Young Menôs Leadership Academy 

(YMLA) and the Mainstreet Scholarship Fund, raised 

more than $1,000.  The follow-up Post Labor-Day Mega 

Yard Sale is scheduled for September 12, 2009.  More 

information is forthcoming in the future. 
 

MAINSTREET MEGA SUMMER MUSIC 

FESTIVAL 2009 
 

We are planning a fantastic summer outdoor ñMusic 

Festivalò to benefit the Mainstreet Youth Scholarship 

Fund.  This will be the perfect opportunity to bring the 

family, picnic baskets, blanket and/or lawn chairs out to 

the Pavilion for an evening of music and fun.  The 

entertainment will include rhythm&blues, gospel, easy 

listening jazz, and blues music, as well as other 

entertainment.  Vending booths and refreshments will be 

available, as well as sponsorship opportunities.  

Committee members and volunteers are both needed and 

welcome.  We are actively soliciting local talent for 

exposure.  For further information, contact Nadine Rivers-

Johnson at 770.469.7238 or drop  by the Mainstreet 

Clubhouse.  You can also email her regarding participation 

at editor@mainstreetcommunity.org. 

 

 



 
 

QUALITYWORX  

CONSTRUCTION 
We specialize in making you smile: 

 Renovation* Basement*Repairs*Decks 

Remodeling*Baths*Drywall*Laminate 

Ceramic Flooring*Doors*Windows 

Stone Mountain, GA  30088 

678-935-7132 
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After Before 
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Jayõs Place:  4808-B Redan Road Stone Mountain, GA  30088  
(404) 296 -5700  

www.jaysplaceatlanta.com  
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TREE CUTTING IN MAINSTREET  
 

Mainstreet Community has a strict prohibition on the 

cutting down of trees, which requires the approval of the 

Architectural Review Board (ARB) before any trees may 

be cut down, except in the case of an emergency, i.e., trees 

about to fall on their own, trees destroyed by wind or 

storms, or any other condition that could pose harm or 

injury to persons or damage to property.  In such cases, the 

homeowner must contact the ARB as soon as practicable 

after such incident to advise the reason the tree(s) were cut 

down. Any person who cuts down trees without the prior 

expressed written approval of the Architectural Review 

Board, with the exceptions as indicated above, will be fined 

$250 per tree. 
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The Mainstreet Karate Club has been in existence since October 2004. Mainstreetôs 

Karate Club was the original martial arts program which lead to the development of 

its sister program in the Southland Subdivision in June of 2007.  Had it not been for 

the support of the Mainstreet Community, this program would not have become the 

success that it is today. 
 

The students train under the direction of Sensei Alvin Brown who currently holds the 

rank of 6th degree black belt. Sensei Brown has been involved in the art of Goju Ryu 

Karate for the past 34 years.  The classes are based on the traditional karate format 

consisting of building self discipline, integrity, courage and responsibility. This is all 

incorporated with learning to protect ones self and having fun at the same time. 
 

Sensei Brown hosted the fourth annual Mainstreet Karate Picnic and Promotion celebration on Saturday, May 

30, 2009.  There were a total of 32 promotees who moved up in rank, including the first black belt promoted out 

of the Mainstreet Karate Club.  Damon Mitchell, an original member of Mainstreet Karate, is a graduating 

senior from Redan High School and will be stepping in as the new Assistant Karate Instructor in the Mainstreet 

class.  CONGRATULATION TO SENSEI MITCHELL! 

MAINSTREET KARATE CLUB PROMOTIONS:  By Sensei Alvin Brown 

Sensei Al Brown 

BROWNôS SURESTRIKE KARATE CLASSES 
 

Student enrollment varies in age from 7 years old thru adult. The classes are held each Saturday from 9:00 

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. for beginners, and from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon for advanced. The Saturday classes 

include both children and adults. In addition, young adults and adults meet every Thursday evening from 7:00 

pm until 8:30 pm.  
 

The classes are run as open enrollment which means that there is no set start dates. Class fees are $45.00 per 

student for each 8 week session.  Families are welcome.  Contact information:  (770) 355-6232 or email:  

senseibrown@hotmail.com or check out our website at www.surestrikekarate.com. 
 

Pictured above is Damon Mitchell being presented his black belt by 

Sensei Al Brown. 

 

On the left are pictures of members of Sensei Brownôs class 

demonstrating their art of karate and being presented with their 

respective belts. 

 

Picture 1: Sensei Brown addressing his class members at the 

Pavilion.  Picture 2: Mark Rayford demonstrating his karate skills.  

Picture 3: Student demonstrating take down skill.  Picture 4: Grady 

Baldwin with Sensei Brown.  Picture 5: Sylvester Hardy being 

presented his certificate from Sensei Brown.  Picture 6: Karate Club 

with awarded trophies at a martial arts match. No. 5 No. 6 

No. 4 No. 3 

No. 1 No. 2 No. 1 
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The  Lawn  Experience 
Georgiaõs premier landscaping company!  

  
Specializing in: 

Seeding, Aerating, Cutting, Flower beds, 
Pruning, Maintenance,  Mulch, 

Commercial & Residential Pressure Washing 
Lawn and Leaf Removal 

Special Event Maintenance  
 

Call us now if your lawn needs òThe Real Lawn Experienceó 

With prices starting at $35.00!!! 
Ralph:  678.913.4569 or Luke:  404.424.3819 
Business Hours:  Mon-Sat , 8:00am-8:00pm 

Digital Expertise  

R P M  
Automotive Repair & Auto Body 

Specializing in 

Painting & Body Work  
 

Services include: 

 Buffing Jobs 
 

Contact: Robbie at 770.256.5961 
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R EGENCY  H OME  SERVICES  

 
 
Regency Home Services consists of team of professions 
from various disciplines ranging from carpentry, 
plumbing, electrical and HVAC.  
 
We are a complete home service company. Our services 
range from small projects such as hanging ceiling fans, 
installing faucets, to complete renovations and space 
upgrades.   
 
LIST OF SERVICES:  
Electrical Repairs  
Appliance Repair and Installation  
Plumbing  
Finish Trim  
Painting  
HVAC (Service and Installation)  
Cabinetry  
Tile  
Backsplash  
Surround Sounds  
Audio/Visual  
Plasmas / LCD Installation  
Decks /Porches  

Before and After Photos:  
Regency Home Services  
Owner, Rodney Middlebrooks  

before 

after 
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Telephone:  678 -851 -1754  
Email:  rodeostyle@comcast.net  
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Photographs by:  geraldafergusonphoto 
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Mainstreet ñQuirky Quipsò 

ñIôm cute...right?? 

ñI won the ñPaccinno Buck!ò  Iôm 

heading over to Paccinoôs  

to get some calzones!!!ò 

ñYah, mon...dis is dee real curry goat!!!ò 

ñWe got calzones, meatballs,  

all kinds of pizza, and we got  

salad, and we got some breadéò 

Ed!  please shut the !*@!?! up! 

Pictured above is Ed McGee, of Paccinoôs 

Pizzeria, with State Representative, Michele 

Henson.  Ed has been acknowledged as one of 

the biggest ñkisser-uppersò in the area! 

ñDo you seriously want money for this?ò 

ñAre you seriously asking me to play  

some !!*@!?! Bing Crosby records?ò 

ñHello Mama!!!ò  

ñSing!  Or, weôre not going to give you any 

hotdogs!!!ò 

ñJ T, I swear it was this big!!!ò 

ñCommunity Associate Nadine Rivers-

Johnson imploring homeowners/residents to 

volunteer for a committee.  She has been 

vociferous in seeking help.  She contends 

carrying that sign around is sapping  

all of her energy!!!ò 

Pictured above is Community Associate Nadine 

Rivers-Johnson and Community Association 

Manager Tonya Y Terrell.  This picture was 

taken just seconds before Tonya put Nadine  

in a head-lock grip!!!  

Pictured above is George Bullett, Vice 

President of the Board of Directors and 

Anthony Rayford, Board Member-at-Large 

congratulating each other after having suc-

cessfully raised Mainstreetôs tent at the 

Mega Yard Sale.  (p.s.  It only took them 

four hours!!!)  
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