
Happy New Year Homeowners!  First, I would 

like to thank you for your confidence in me 

and the newly elected Mainstreet Community 

Board of Directors.  As you already know, we 

had to hit the ground running with so many 

things on the table to take care of.  The first 

item was the 2010 Budget which is being 

finalized and will be published shortly. 
 

The biggest challenge will be collecting past 

due assessments.  We plan to attack this endeavor very aggressively with, 

in some cases, foreclosures.  We are actively encouraging everyone to 

abide by the Community Design Standards and Covenants, which include 

items such as getting inoperable vehicles off of your property, lawn care, 

and property upkeep.  If the vehicle doesnôt work, why keep it?  Why park 

it on the lawn?  There are companies that pay for junk cars and scrap metal 

especially catalytic converters.  They will come and remove the inoperable 

automobile from your property as part of the deal. 
 

Chairpersons have been selected to head certain committees, just as we 

have done in times past.  Our goal is to get homeowners and neighbors 

involved once again in community activities.  It takes a Village!  We will 

once again become a caring community -- not only in words, but also in 

action.  There are planned activities for everyone and all ages.  We are 

welcoming those with green thumbs to add ambiance back to the 

community; during the bad weather, we took a beating with erosion 

problems, downed trees and flooding, but we will  recover. 
 

The new Board of Directors has started getting work done in the Parkside 

and Disney Townhome areas. We are doing it in phases, starting with the 

roofs, and then we will work on other phases which need to be completed. 

We are actively working with DeKalb County in attempting to get the 

Redan Road Bridge completed. The County has given us a completion 

date of March 31, 2010.  As a result of dedicated communication with the 

District 4 Commissionerôs office, they also assured us they would pave 

both Mainstreet Park Drive, Martin Road, and a good deal of the 

Mainstreet Community upon completion of the Redan Road Bridge 

project.  We also asked for and got increased DeKalb County Police 

visibility to minimize speeding and loitering. 
 

We have setup a homeowners section, entitled ñVisitor Feedbackò on the 

Mainstreet Community web page at www.mainstreetcommunity.org.  Let 

us know whatôs on your mind.  Donôt wait until the monthly Board of 

Directorôs Meeting to voice your concerns about something.  Contact us 

now, and we will get back to you within 24 hours.  ALL  comments are 

strictly confidential.  Only the Board of Directors can monitor and respond 

to whoever submits concerns or comments on the website.  In addition, we 

are also planning to have a Homewwner session on Saturday, March 13, 

2010, at 10:30 a.m.  (Watch the Club Marquee for information.) 
 

We want to hear from you!  Let us know how weôre doing. 
 

Rick Harris, President 

Board of Directors 

Mainstreet Community Services Association, Inc. 
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MAINSTREET SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Needs Your Ideas, Time, and Talent! 
 

The Mainstreet Social Committee has several events 

planned for this year.  We need your help in coordinating 

and hosting different events that tap into the interests of 

our diverse community.  This year, our goal is to have 

events that are fun, inspiring, educational, and healthy for 

all age groups.  Whether itôs a community potluck dinner, 

holiday party, career seminar, networking social, wine 

tasting, cooking demonstration, or concert, we look 

forward to your suggestions and shared expertise. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering with the Social 

Committee, call (770) 469-7238 or stop by the Mainstreet 

Clubhouse and leave your contact information.  You can 

also contact the Social Activities Committee directly by 

emailing  socialcommittee@mainstreetcommunity.org.  

See the tentative list of events we have in store for 2010 

on Page 7 or visit the Mainstreet Community website at 
www.mainstreetcommunity.org.  

 MAINSTREET ELECTS 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS !  MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Mainstreet Community Forum Set for March 13, 2010 

 

The Mainstreet Board of Directors will host a Community 

forum on Saturday, March 13, 2010, at 10:30 a.m. at the 

Clubhouse.  This is a great time to make the Board aware of 

your suggestions, ideas, and concerns for the community.   

 

During the Homeowners meeting, you can also sign up for 

various committees including: Architectural Review Board, 

Crime Watch Committee, Garden Club, Social Committee, and 

Welcome Committee.  Light refreshments will be served.  Bring 

a neighbor, and we will see you on March 13th! 

 

On December 15, 2009, Mainstreet Community held its Annual 

Members Meeting and Directorship elections.  The meeting and 

elections were held at Mainstreet Clubhouse.  Please join us in 

congratulating and welcoming the new Board of Directors: 

 

 President:  Rick Harris 

 Vice President: Patrice Diamond 

 Secretary: Audrey Arthur 

 Treasurer: Brenda Johnson 

 Member-At-Large: Elizabeth Johnson 

 

President Rick Harris and Secretary Audrey Arthur will both 

serve two-year directorships.  Vice President Patrice Diamond 

and Treasurer Brenda Johnson will serve a one-year 

directorship term.  Member-At-Large Elizabeth Johnson will 

serve the remaining year of her two-year directorship.  We look 

forward to an exciting and productive year. 

The Mainstream  Visit our website: 

www.mainstreetcommunity.org 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Rick Harris 
President                                                                                           

rickharris@mainstreetcommunity.org 

Patrice Diamond                                                              

Vice President                                                         

patrice@mainstreetcommunity.org                                         

Audrey Arthur                                                       
Secretary                                                                                                   

audrey@mainstreetcommunity.org 

Brenda Johnson                                                                                      
Treasurer                                                                                          

brenda@mainstreetcommunity.org                                     
Elizebeth Johnson                                                      

Member at Large                                         

liz@mainstreetcommunity.org 
 

*Board members can be reached at 770.469.7238  

 

 

MAINSTREET STAFF 

Nadine Rivers-Johnson  Association Administrator 
Kaireen Holliday Office Administrator  

Ricky Ogletree         Maintenance 

Delano Essue           Maintenance 

Roberto Suarez        Groundskeeper 

MCSA, Inc. (Clubhouse)       770.469.7238 
 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Architectural Review Board                                                          

Rick Harris  770.469.6277 
Crime Watch Committee                                                                 

Al Little  770.465.1226                  
Youth Crime Watch                                                        

George Bullett  770.469.1907                                                    
Tennis Committee                                                 

Larryette Kyle 770.557.0333                     

Marsha Jackson 770.469.5282                               

Cynthia Carter  770.498.8471 
Social Activities Committee                                                  

Audrey Arthur 770.465-1876  

Cynthia Carter  770.498.8471 
Public Relations Committee                                                  

Audrey Arthur  770.465.1876  

Nadine Rivers-Johnson  678.580.2762                                          
Landscaping Committee                                                            

Anita Cosey   770.498.0260                 
Town homes Committee                                                         

Mamye Britt   770.498.7589                                                   
Welcome Committee                                                                     

Patrice Diamond   770.498..5911                               
Seniors Committee                                                                  

Beverly Wright-Paige  770.465.9397             
Newsletter /Web Committee                       

Nadine Rivers-Johnson  678.580.2762 
Kaireen Holliday  678.699.6349  
 

 

Homeowner Management  

Services, Inc. (HMS, Inc). 

(Accounting Services Only)  

Mail Payments to: 770.667.0595 
HMS, Inc. 

P. O. Box 2458 

Alpharetta, GA  30023-2458 
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PUB NIGHT AT THE CLUBHOUSE  
1ST Fridaysñ8:00 P.M.ð Midnight 

Join your neighbors for Bid Whist, Spades, Dominoes, Uno, Board 

Games, Trivia, Pool, Meet-& Greet! 

Bring Your Own Food and Drink. 
 

WIVES CLUB  
3RD Fridaysñ7:30 P.M. 

Club members and homeowners welcome. 
 

BOOK CLUB  
4THFridaysñ7:30 P.M. 

Club members and homeowners welcome. 

Bring your reading suggestions! 
 

KARATE AT MAINSTREET  
Saturday Morning 

Beginners:  9:00 A.M.ñ10:30 A.M. 

Advanced:  10:30  A.M.ñNOON 
 

MCCWCC (Crime Watch)  
Saturday Morning - 10:00 A.M. 

 

Committee Members/Volunteers Needed 

 



As I reflect on the past year, I am filled with 

pride for the Mainstreet Community.  There 

are many exciting things happening in our 

neighborhood.  Not only have we continued 

to be forerunners in our efforts to maintain 

the status of our community, other 

homeowner associations look to us to set the 

bar in many areas.  In the past year, we have 

many things to reflect on and be proud of.  Here are a few of the 

more substantial highlights: 
 

*The Clock Tower was repaired.  We received a letter of 

acknowledgement and appreciation from the Verdin Clock Company 

for donating the original timepiece and related parts removed from 

the site in November of 2009.  This equipment was from the Verdin 

Clock Tower originally installed in 1973.  This original timepiece has 

been donated to the Verdin Company Museum and Training Area in 

Cincinnati, OH as a historical Verdin product. 
 

*As a Mainstreet Community resident, I represent the Association as 

a 2010 DeKalb County Census Ambassador.  Mainstreet will be the 

final stop of the Census Caravan in late March 2010.  This will allow 

community members to register your official 2010 Census forms in 

front of E. L. Miller Elementary School at that time.  Remember, 

Census data is used to allocate federal funds, as well as County 

Commission seats and districts.  (This is how FEMA Disaster Relief 

dollars were determined for our community during the flooding of 

September 25-26, 2009.) 
 

*Mainstreet was the recipient of a Public Service Announcement on 

GPTV.  In addition, we have been chosen as the site for a Captain 

Planet Foundation ñGo Greenò Community & Learning Garden,ò in 

conjunction with the Atlanta Community Food Bank.  Our 

commitment to neighborhood natural preservation, green space, and 

the development of programs that support our children were 

instrumental in receiving this honor.  The Captain Planet Foundation, 

founded by TBS/CNN owner Ted Turner, is Georgiaôs oldest and 

most respected environmental ñgreenò organization. 
 

While other communities are struggling, Mainstreet has 

approximately 50 new homeowners.  We will continue to use 

innovative means of attracting family-oriented and responsible 

residents through increased participation, volunteerism, and 

community program support. 
 

For 2010, we are forging ahead with innovative plans and ideas that 

will call for your support and participation.  Remember, we are only 

as strong as our weakest link!  Volunteer!  Become active in the 

community!  You will reap the rewards for many years to come, as 

we reclaim our prominence in the Stone Mountain area in general and 

DeKalb County at large. 
 

Nadine Rivers-Johnson 

Editor-In-Chief 

The Mainstream 

Message From the Association Administrator  
Nadine Rivers -Johnson  
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Robert Suarez, who has been a staff member 

and Mainstreet Community  Groundskeeper for 

almost four years,  was born in Magdalena, 

Columbia and his familial home is in Baranquilla, 

Columbia.  He has been in the U. S. for five 

years. 
 

Roberto is married and is the proud father of four 

children.  He also has six grandchildren.  In his 
spare time, he enjoys fishing and gardening.  

Roberto loves the outdoors and all things having to do with nature. 

 

August of 2009 will mark Robertoôs fourth anniversary with 

Mainstreet.  He is a friendly, hard worker and a valuable member of 

the maintenance staff.  One thing Roberto would like people to know 

about him is that he can harvest anything from the ground up.   

Kaireen Holliday is a 18-year resident of the 

Mainstreet Community, Parkside Townhomes, 

and a Redan High School graduate.  Her work 

experience includes:  after-school instructor, 911 

operator, dialysis technician, and 12-year office 

manager.  She is the mother of four and has a 

passion for all that is Mainstreet.  In addition, two 

other members of her family have made the  

Mainstreet Community their home.  

Rick Ogletree is a native of Auburn, Alabama and 

has lived in Georgia for 23 years.  A father of four, 

Rick is a resident of the Stone Mountain area and is 

a welcome addition to the Mainstreet staff.  Rick 

joins Roberto and Delano as a member of the 

Maintenance staff and has been with Mainstreet for 

one year.  Welcome Rick! 

Delano Essue, a native of St. Elizabeth, Jamaica 

and a 20-year resident of the Atlanta metropolitan 

area, is a welcome addition to the Mainstreet 

Community staff.  He formerly worked with the 

New Orleans Louisiana Coast Guard assisting the 

USDA, customs agents, and immigration officers 

with the processing of incoming ships.  He is the 

former owner of a home repair and handyman 

services business and brings years of experience to 

the Mainstreet maintenance staff.  

Mainstreet Community Services Association, Inc.  
S T A F F 



Starting March 1, 2010, HMS, Inc. will no longer provide full 

management services.  They will continue to provide 

financial and accounting services, but will serve in a 

consultancy role as it relates to management services. 

 

In order to better serve our community, the Mainstreet 

Community Services Association, Inc.ôs Board of Directors 

has decided to make a change regarding the financial services 

for our Community.  This change will provide residents with 

a higher quality of service, while providing the Board with 

professional accounting and management consultation 

expertise.   

 

The goal of HMS is to assist the Board of Directors and 

Clubhouse staff in making Association living the enjoyable 

experience you expect and deserve. 

 

Homeowner Management Services has assigned Ron Jockers 

to our community.  Ron is a seasoned veteran with over 15 

years of association management experience.  With an MBA 

degree in Accounting, Ron is particularly well suited to 

Mainstreetôs requirements.   He has attained the national 

certification of Professional Community Association 

Manager, the highest national recognition attainable.  

Additionally, Ron is licensed by the Georgia Real Estate 

Commission, and formerly held a Community Association 

Manager license from the State of Florida where he managed 

a community of over 10,000 homes and condos.   Ron 

Jockers may be contacted by email at ron.jockers@hms-

inc.net or by phone at 770-667-0595 x121.     

 

Homeowners should first contact Association staff with 

general questions regarding the community, the Clubhouse, 

our other amenities, or questions referencing covenant 

enforcement.  Our onsite management staff members can be 

reached at 770-469-7238 Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 

AM to 6:00 PM and Saturday from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  

Questions regarding your personal account should be directed 

to HMSôs Accounting Department at 770-667-0595 x114.  

You can also email Marie Reichert at marie.reichert@hms-

inc.net.  HMS maintains office hours from Monday through 

Friday from 9:30 AM through 4:30 PM.  Should you have 

any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 

us.  

 

MCSA,  Inc .  Reta ins  HMS,  Inc .  
 

f o r  Accoun t ing  and Consu l t ing  Serv ices  

The Mainstream:  P4  

mailto:ron.jockers@hms-inc.net
mailto:ron.jockers@hms-inc.net
mailto:marie.reichert@hms-inc.net
mailto:marie.reichert@hms-inc.net


The Mainstream:  P5  



DeKalb County Commission Slashes Budget 
 

The DeKalb County Commission recently passed a mid-year budget adjustment which includes a decrease of $9.9 

million.  These cuts reduce the Countyôs budget to $606.7 million.  This decrease is in addition to the original budget 

reductions passed by the Commission in February which originally slashed operations from $635.4 million to $616.6 

million.  In total, the 2009 budget was reduced by more than $28.9 million. The mid-year adjusted budget includes 

de-funding one of the remaining holidays in the year which equates to $1.2 million, $1.8 million in additional budget 

reductions from eliminated encumbrances, $3 million reduction in budgetary reserves, and $1.4 million from a payment 

reduction to the Building Authority for Juvenile Court.  Unspent bond funding will make up the difference from the reduction 

of payment to the Building Authority. 
 

ñBalancing this yearôs budget has been a very challenging process,ò says Commissioner Stokes. ñIn these tough economic 

times, we are forced to do more with less.  I remain committed to lessening the countyôs financial burden on the tax payers, 

protect jobs, preserve efficiency of services, and provide 90% of Homestead Option Sales Tax (HOST) for property tax relief.ò 
 

Several factors have contributed to the Countyôs economic outlook. Each month, revenue continues to decrease.  Added to that, 

the Georgia General Assembly mandated that foreclosure sales be included as part of the property tax assessment 

process.   This action resulted in lowered property values and a decrease of $6 million in revenue for the County. The Georgia 

General Assembly also passed HB 264 which changes the way sales tax funding is distributed to local cities. This measure 

decreased HOST proceeds for Unincorporated DeKalb.  Also attributing to the Countyôs financial burden, is a decline in sales 

tax revenue resulting from a national economic recession, the incorporation of the City of Dunwoody, property tax freeze, and 

the State of Georgiaôs withholding of the $15.8 million Homestead Tax Relief Grant (HTRG).  All these factors pose a direct 

financial impact on DeKalb taxpayers.                                    
 

The outlook of DeKalbôs 2010 budget poses its own set of uncertainties.  In addition to freezing residential property taxes, the 

Georgia General Assembly passed legislation in 2009 that also freezes taxes on commercial properties, and the aforementioned 

Homestead Tax Relief Grant that gives homeowners a credit on property taxes is not expected next year.  In the upcoming 

months, Commissioner Stokes will meet with County departments, employees, and the community to gather input on across-

the-board budget cuts.  To schedule a time for Commissioner Stokes to speak to your neighborhood or agency, call her at 404-

371-3053.  
 

Despite the many challenges, Commissioner Stokes has been steadfast in her commitment to cutting cost and placing a hold on 

tax increases.  As a former State Senator, she served on the Senate Appropriations Committee appropriating billions of dollars 

for the State of Georgia. She brings to the Budget, Finance, and Audit Committee a wealth of knowledge of over 15 years of 

experience as a policy maker.  For more information on the Budget, Finance, and Audit Committee meeting, the budgetary 

process, or to share your opinion, call the office of Commissioner Connie Stokes at 404-371-3053, e-mail 

conniestokes@co.dekalb.ga.us, or visit www.conniestokes.org.  The Budget, Finance, and Audit Committee meetings are 

generally scheduled on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month.  (Press release submitted by the Office of Commissioner Connie 

Stokes.) 

ON U  From the Crime Watch Coordinator Al Little  

The Mainstream:  P6 

 

The Neighborhood Watch and Crime Watch operations of yesterday have become dinosaurs.  We are in the electronic 

interaction age of emails, texting, and most of all camera phones.  These methods of communication are just some of the ways 

we have ñeyesò on you in the Mainstreet Community.  Preventing a lot of crimes can become easy if we become involved. 

Simple things can make a significant difference.  If you see something unusual in your neighborhood, call the proper 

authori t ies or email  the Mainstreet Community Crime Watch Committee (MCCWC) at 

crimewatch@mainstreetcommunity.org.  Letôs start 2010 with an attitude of ZERO tolerance towards crime in our community. 

   

The Mainstreet Community Crime Watch Committee will start the 2010 initiative by identifying new methods and making 

efforts to assist our neighbors in keeping a safe and proactive crime prevention environment for residents to enjoy.  The future 

will include additional cameras, Call stations, and neighbors watching out for each otherô safety.  
 

It may take a little time to implement all we need to make our presence known, but be assured that our presence will be seen 

and felt. Our committee has a strong and capable Board of Directors supporting us, and the future is gleaming bright with new 

direction and hope.     

mailto:conniestokes@co.dekalb.ga.us
http://www.conniestokes.org


CRIME REPORT  
Tucker Police Precinct 

1960 West Exchange Place 

Tucker, GA  30084 

(770) 724-7565 

The Mainstreet Community continues to be one that is diligent 
to keep their home values up and their residents safe. With all 
the negative stories that we see in the news on a daily basis, 
Mainstreet residents can be proud of their community and the 
importance the leaders have placed on communication and 
community activism.  
 

The traffic through the subdivision has increased because the 
bridge on Redan Road is being replaced, and the street is 
partially closed.  Residents need to slow down on Mainstreet 
Park Drive because of this!  We have also increased patrols in 
the neighborhood; especially in the afternoon when schools are 
releasing the children.  
 

Speeding in a school zone and passing school buses when 
their warning lights are flashing carries a very hefty fine.  
Parents, make sure all passengers are in seat belts and smaller 
children are in the appropriate car seats.  For information on 
selecting the correct car seats for your child, and the proper 
installation of car seats, check with the Public Education 
Specialist at Tucker Precinct (678-937-5539) or 
www.dekalbpolice.com. 
 

It has been my pleasure to serve this community, and I will 
continue to do whatever I can to reduce the fear of crime and 
help keep Mainstreet a safe place to live.   
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MAINSTREET  

ACTIVITIES  
 

Listed below are vents we currently have in store for 2010. 
 

April  
Easter Egg Hunt 

 

May 
Community Health Fair  & Yard Sale 

 

June 
Mainstreet Scholarship Luncheon 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ έaŜŜǘ ¸ƻǳǊ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊέ tƻǘƭǳŎƪ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 
 

July 
Fourth of July Celebration 

 

September 
Music Festival  

 

August 
Community Pool/Block Party 

 

September 
Music Festival  

Motivational Education Seminar 
 

October 
Halloween Party for Youth 

 

November 
Chili Cook Off & Super Soup Tasting 

/Football Game Viewing 
 

December 
Christmas Party  

Holiday Expo 

Do You Need Internet Access? 
 

A program for homeowners and residents who are seeking 

employment but donôt have internet access at home.  Come 

to the Clubhouse for ñinternet caf®ô-styleò computer access 

to assist in your search for employment and submit 

resumes.  This service is free to Mainstreet residents.   

Officer C. A. Henry 
#2616 I.C.P. 

DEKALB COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  
MANUEL J. MALOOF CENTER ~ 1300 COMMERCE DRIVE ~  

5TH FLOOR ~ DECATUR, GEORGIA 30030 

PHONE: 404-371-4907    FAX : 404-371-7004 

 

 

 

SHARON BARNES SUTTON 
DEKALB  COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 4 

CHAIR: PUBLIC SAFETY & GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

ñSTATUS OF REPAIRS TO REDAN ROAD BRIDGEò 

REDAN ROAD BRIDGE REPAIR 
 

The Redan Road Bridge, located at Redan Road between South Hairston Road 

and Redan High School, was damaged beyond repair during the epic flood 

waters that rose from Barbashela Creek during September 2009.   It has been 

closed since then to through traffic.  
 

GDOT has assigned plan preparation for the replacement project to their Urban 

Design department.  Costs to repair the bridge are being paid for using federal 

emergency relief highway funds, since the thoroughfare is a federal-aid route.  

The communities surrounding the bridge have been gravely affected by the 

closing of the bridge and the re-routing of traffic is causing severe damage to 

other roads.  The bridge repair completion date is currently set for March 31, 

2010.  (Submitted by the Office of Commissioner Sharon Barnes Sutton.) 

 

 

 
 

TREE CUTTING IN MAINSTREET  
 

Mainstreet has a strict prohibition on the cutting down 

of trees, which requires the approval of the 

Architectural Review Board (ARB) before any trees 

may be cut down, except in the case of an emergency, 

i.e., trees about to fall on their own, trees destroyed by 

wind or storms, or any other condition that could pose 

harm or injury to persons or damage to property.  In 

such cases, the homeowner must contact the ARB as 

soon as practicable after such incident to advise the 

reason why the tree(s) were cut down. 
 

Any person who cuts down trees without the prior 

expressed written approval of the Architectural Review 

Board will be fined $250 per tree. 

 

http://www.dekalbpolice.com
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T h e Mainstreet Karate Club has been in 

existence since October 2004. Mainstreetôs Karate Club was the original martial arts 

program which lead to the development of its sister program in the Southland 

Subdivision in June of 2007.  Had it not been for the support of the Mainstreet 

Community this program would not have become the success that it is today. 

 

The photos below are from our last competition.  The event took place on the 5th of 

December, 2009, in Fairburn, GA.  The event was billed ñThe Tony Young Year-end 

Nationals.ò  We had nine of our students take part in the competition, and we walked 

away with 13 trophies.  It was a good day for all.  Our next competition will be some 

time in April or May at the ñStone Mountain Classics.ò 

 

The classes are run as open enrollment which means that there are no set start dates. Class fees are $45 per student for 

each eight-week session.  Families are welcome.  Contact information:  email senseibrown@hotmail.com, check out our 

website at www.surestrikekarate.com, or call (770) 355-6232. 
 

 

By:  Sensei Alvin Brown 

KARATE CLASSES 


