
At approximately this same time last 
year, after being elected President of 
the Board of Directors, I stated in this 
column that fighting crime in our 
community would be at the top of my 
agenda.  I indicated my intention was 
to develop Mainstreet into one of the 
safest communities in DeKalb  
County.  Working with the dedicated 
m e m b e rs  o f  t he  Ma i n s t re e t 
Community Crime Watch Committee 

(MCCWC), the Board of Directors, and the DeKalb Police 
Department, we were able to accomplish many of our goals.  
 

At our first Annual Scholarship/Awards Dinner Dance held 
on April 19, 2008, Mainstreet Community received the 
Georgia Legislative Service Award, Community Service 
Award and a copy of a resolution passed by the Georgia 
Legislature citing the contributions of the MCCWC towards 
a  safer community.  The awards were presented by State 
Representative Michele Henson.  An Outstanding 
Community Award was presented by Stan Watson.  I 
personally received recognition by the Georgia State 
Legislature by being presented one of only two Legislative 
Service Awards pins issued each year for community service.  
 

The other aspect of our Dinner Dance was to award a 
deserving Mainstreet high school graduate a $1,000 
scholarship towards his/her college education.  Student Kiera 
Cox was the recipient of the scholarship, and on hand to 
congratulate and encourage her in her educational pursuits 
were:  Commissioner Connie Stokes, Commissioner Larry 
Johnson, Police Chief Terrell Bolton, Senator Gloria Butler, 
Angie Ward, Representative for Candidate for DeKalb 
County CEO Anne Kimbough, and the aforementioned State 
Representative Michele Henson, and Stan Watson.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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CREDIT COUNSELING  

A National Presence , A Local Community  
 

Did you know that 68% of individuals primarily 

responsible for the financial household management do 

not have emergency savings?  Or that one in three 

homeowners do not have contingency plans for life-

altering events such as job joss and/or illness? 
 

Concerns surrounding retirement funds, savings, debt, 

and the countryõs current recession have left many 

household heads feeling crushed by inadequate options 

for the future.   As a result, they find themselves 

unprepared for the consequences. 
 

If you or someone you know is in this situation, we  

encourage you to be proactive in these critical times.  

The Consumer Credit Counseling Service (CCCS) is a 44-

year-old nonprofit agency designed to address financial 

services in the areas of budget counseling, credit 

counseling, and education.  For information, call them at 

1-800-251-CCCS or visit either of the agencyõs 

convenient websites at: www.cccsinc.org or 

www.credabilityu.org. 

TRAGEDY IN MAINSTREET  

5270 Walker  Road  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

CRIME SUMMITñ MARCH 25, 2009 
 

Mainstreet Community Crime Watch Committee (MCCWC) 
is hosting a Crime Summit at the Mainstreet Clubhouse to 
address Safety in the Community as the primary theme.  
DeKalb County law enforcement, neighboring homeowner 
associations and government officials will be present.  
Volunteers and committee members are needed.  
HOMEOWNERS are welcome.  Yes We Can!  

Fire ravaged 5270 Walker Road last month in Mainstreet.  

This tragic image was captured by avid photographer and 

Board President Gerald A. Ferguson.  The DeKalb County 

firefighters contained the blaze, but were unable to salvage 

the home.  No one was injured, however, the property was a 

total loss.  

The Mainstream :  COVER Visit our website: 

www.mainstreetcommunity.org 
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I have been employed by 
Mainstreet Community 
Services Association, 
Inc. (MCSA) for two (2)
years this coming June, 
and it has been my 
extreme pleasure to 
serve as your Accounts 
Manager during much of 
that time.  In November 
of 2008, I was promoted 
to the position of Interim 
Community Association 
Manager, when Kwadjo 

Boaitey , former Community Manager, resigned 
unexpectedly due to personal concerns.  I received 
notice from the Board of Directors last month that 
the òinterimó designation had been lifted, and I was 
formally promoted to the position as your 
Community Association Manager.  I am extremely 
grateful for this opportunity and will work very hard 
to justify the confidence this action implies.  The 
position entails awesome responsibilities, but I look 
forward to the challenges and rewards it presents.  
 
Since March of 2008, I have been working with the 
Mainstreet Communityõs President of the Board of 
Directors, Mr. Gerald A. Ferguson , on the ò50/50 
Amnesty Program.ó  To date, we have been 
successful in convincing over 100 formerly 
delinquent homeowners to sign an agreement 
allowing them to pay their current assessments and 
make monthly payments toward the past due 
amounts. These additional homeowners contribute 
almost $7,000 in revenue each month and over 
$80,000 total per annum towards our bottom line.  
Needless to say, this has been a tremendous help in 
our efforts to fight crime and provide means for a 
safe community environment because of the 
assistance provided by these addition al membersõ 
involvement.  The dollars this program has directly 
infused into our  communityõs economic base has 
dramatically helped support our ongoing efforts of 
upgrading and maintaining the appearance of the 
e n t i r e  M a i n s t r e e t  c o m m u n i t y .  
 
We recently hired a Community Associate, Nadine 
Rivers -Johnson, who has been a tremendous help 
to me in streamlining and automating many of our 
administrative tasks.  Anytime I am not in the office 
or otherwise unavailable, please feel free to contact 
Nadine.  She has my complete confidence and will 
bend over backwards to assist you in any situation 
that may require our officeõs assistance.  
 
The other members of my staff are Maintenance 
personnel Nick Price and Roberto Suarez who have 

been offering invaluable assistance as I "morph" 
into my new role of service to the residents of 
Mainstreet Community.  We are keenly aware of the 
nationõs financial situation and its  impact on all of 
our lives.  I n an effort to save money, we have 
streamlined and downsized the office staff from five 
personnel to two.  I feel we can do the job that 
needs to be done with less people - provided we 
apply added commitment and dedication to our 
respective tasks.  It has proven to be successful 
inasmuch as, since implementation, we are 
currently on top of things and prepared to respond 
to community membersõ needs efficiently. 
 

I have been working very closely with DeKalb Police 
Code Enforcement Officer Gordon, and many of the 
longstanding violations to our Covenants are being 
addressed.  You can expect to see a measurable 
upgrade to the property within the next few weeks 
as we pursue the remaining obvious violations such 
as inoperable vehicles in driveways, non -
conforming color painting of houses, unkempt 
lawns, etc.  We will soon be announcing new 
initiatives to confront the problem with some 

residents that c ut  down trees contrary to 
Mainstreet Community Association, Inc. Covenants.  
 

My goal as Association Manager is to be as helpful 
as I can to ensure your needs are met and your 
relationship with our staff is positive and beneficial. 
We look forward to being the friendly staff of 
professionals that you can contact for help to solve 
your problems, and we pledge to assist in any way 
we can.  I look forward to meeting you in the near 
future, so please stop in and say hello.  I sincerely 
appreciate the opportunity to serve one of DeKalb's 
premier communities  as your Association Manager 
and again, thanks for the opportunity.  
 

Tonya Terrell with  Officer Gordon,  Code Enforcement  

Message From the Association Manager  
Tonya Y. Terrell 
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DeKalb County is Georgiaõs most culturally enriched county, with 

a wonderful blend of ethnic groups and cultures where over 64 

languages are spoken. The county includes the cities of Clarkston, 

Decatur, Doraville, Lithonia, Pine Lake, Stone Mountain, 

Dunwoody and a part of Atlanta. 
 

Dating back to 1822, the county was named in honor of Johann 

Baron de Kolb, a peasant mercenary who fought for the colonies 

in the Revolutionary War. Much of the Battle of Atlanta took 

part in DeKalb County. 
 

Some of the distinctions of our county include: home to the 

nationõs second most affluent African-American population; 

home to the worldõs largest indoor farmerõs market, Your 

DeKalb Farmers Market; home to the worldõs largest dinosaur 

replicas, on prominent display at Fernbank Museum of 

Natural History; and ð most notably ð home to Stone 

Mountain Park, the worldõs largest granite outcropping and the 

worldõs largest relief carving. Mainstreet Community is located 

less than five miles from Stone Mountain Park, one of the 

United Statesõ most popular attractions. In our very own 

backyard, this popular attraction hosts over four million 

visitors annually and is home to the largest exposed piece of 

granite in the world. 
 

Mainstreet Community, consisting of over 70 acres of land 

consists of 1,164 homes. As a matter of fact, did you know that 

Mainstreet was developed by Cohn Properties, and according to 

the DeKalb Historical Society, was the first, and largest, planned 

community in Stone Mountain, Georgia? 
 

As a matter of fact, our community is rich in significance. 

Demographically, in 2007 the 30088 zip code consisted of 48.0% 

White; 37.8% Black; 0.2% Native Americans; 5.7% Asian/Pacific 

Islanders; and 5.1% Latina. This covers 1,258,091 households in 

this selected geography. It is estimated that the number of 

households in this area will be 1,368,609 in 2012, representing a 

change of 8.8% from 2007. The average household size in this 

area is 2.78 persons. 
 

Other interesting facts include:  The average family size in the 

30088 zip code area is 3.59 people, and the average number of 

vehicles per household in this geography is 1.8.  The average 

household income in 2007 was 10% higher than the average per 

capita income of the $US per capita.  The current population is 

49.7% male and 50.3% female, and the median age of the 

population in this area is 34.6 compared to the US median age of 

36.7.  The population  density in your area is 1,780.3 people per 

square mile.  By the year 2012, over 40% of working adults will 

be at or near the minimum age to collect at least partial Social 

Security Benefits, which is age 62. 
 

At the other end of the spectrum, we also have an above average 

percentile of school age children in our demographic base.  By 

2012, there will be as many people under the age of 25 as there 

are over the age of 55.  Statistics put this number at about 32.8%  

respectively.  Our community boasts ample accessibility to many 

of the support services and facilities that meet the basic day-to-day 

needs of these two diverse age groups.  Preserving those amenities 

is the challenge we face as a mandatory homeownersõ association.   
 

Our community was well planned for addressing the needs of 

core families and their lifestyles.  For instance, Eldridge Miller 

(E.L.) Elementary School is located in the middle of Mainstreet 

Subdivision. The focus of E. L.. Miller is to reach the òtotal 

child.ó  While focusing on a stimulating and positive environment 

in which students can maximize their potential, the aim of this 

approach is to develop a love of learning that will become a life-

long endeavor.  E. L. Miller has won the Red Cross Award for 

outstanding participation several years in a row.  Programs 

available through Student Support Services include: community 

and corporate mentoring (i.e., IRS, Cox Enterprises, the John 

Harland Company, Center for the Visually Impaired, and VA 

Medical Center, among others).  Also, school-based mentoring  

programs such as Peer/Friendly Helpers, & Teacher/Student are 

listed. 
 

Mainstreet was developed in the ògreen peaceó mind set, and 

currently maintains these standards for natural preservation. We 

are a family-oriented community that submits to Covenants 

designed to maintain a pleasing community that adheres to 

common design standards. This ensures the standards of home 

appraisal values, upkeep, and pride in ownership is maintained in 

a uniform fashion. 
 

Future projects include programs that utilize grants developed for 

ònatural preservationó communities such as ours.  The Clock 

Tower, originally installed and provided by the Verdin Clock 

Company since 1973, is one of only a handful of historical clock 

towers in the Atlanta metropolitan area.  Our subdivision was 

conceived by a developer with clear, visionary objectives that were 

years ahead of its time ð of that we can be extremely proud.  The 

J. Cohn & Co. architects have received numerous awards for 

encompassing aesthetics that speak to maintaining the natural 

beauty and amenities of the environment in which the community 

lies.  Join us as we seek to concentrate future years on the areas of 

Pride and Safety in our own backyard. 

 

MAINSTREET éA Historical Perspective  By:  Nadine Rivers -Johnson  
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Continued from page 1) 

More than 100 persons attended the affair.  

Unfortunately, crime is still at the top of my agenda for 
this year.  The current national fiscal situation and the 
deteriorating state of the economy is of great concern.  
High unemployment rates and the lack of job 
opportunities are contributing directly to the increase in 
crime. We in Mainstreet, through the efforts of the 
MCCWC and other concerned homeowners, have done 
much to alleviate crime in our community, as you well 
know, the condition ìalthough lessened to some degree ì
is still prevalent.  Without a concerted effort on all our 
parts, it will inevitably grow worse.  This leads to the big 
question:  What can we do to provide for our safety and to 
safeguard our quality of life - considering the dire nature 
of current events?  I can unequivocally state, locking 
ourselves in our homes to wait for things to get better is 
not the answer.  The answer to the question is:  Get 
involved!!  
 

We are actively seeking potential members for the Board 
of Directors.  We are convinced there are countless young 
and not so young, talented, intelligent persons in our 
community that could offer some new insights and 
perspectives on how we can continue to develop as a 
community.  It's not an easy job.  The hours aren't bad 
however...primarily one meeting per month.  The pay isn't 
anything to brag about...zero dollars.  The satisfaction of 
knowing you have contributed to the safety and financial 
stability of your community is, however, the big payoff.  
Aside from volunteering your time and talents by running 
for election to the board, there are other worthwhile 
community activities available for your consideration.   
 

The MCCWC is, in my estimation, is one of the most 
important committees in which you can become involved. 
Safety is the lifeblood of any community.  MCCWC meets 
each Saturday at 10:00 A.M. and is looking for more 

residents to participate .  Most meetings last only a couple 
of hours, and the rewards for helping to make your 
community safe benefits not only your safety but all of our 
home values as well.   
 

The Architectural Review Board (ARB), whose work 
assures the maintenance of community standards, Special 
Events Committee, Welcome Committee, Social Activities 
Committee, Tennis Committee and Town Homes 
Committee are some of the other notable, and active 
committees.  There are, however, additional committees 
in which you can participate. More information can be 
obtained by calling the office and inquiring.   

 

The Board of Directors is proud to welcome the newest 
member of the board - Elizabeth Jordan -Johnson.  
Elizabeth will play an important role in this new 
administration and has graciously accepted the position 
as Secretary of the Board  
 

A new acquire to our staff is Nadine Rivers -Johnson who 
was recently hired to fill the newly created position of 
Community Associate.  Nadine is a very qualified addition 
to Mainstreet's office personnel and brings years of 
corporate experience to the position.  She is a very 
personable and engaging individual and is here to help you 
in any way she can.  
 

At the head of our proud and efficient staff is our 
esteemed Association Manager, Tonya Y. Terrell.  Tonya 
is a smart and capable leader.  Her skills are based in part 
on her extensive experience in property management, in as 
much as she managed approximately nine other 
properties prior to coming to Mainstreet.  She has been 
with Mainstreet since 2006 ìpreviously as Accounts 
Manager prior to her promotion  
 

I look forward to meeting with you in the coming year.  I 
am very open to ideas and suggestions as to how we can 
make our community better. Stay well and have a safe and 
prosperous year.  

Nadine Rivers -Johnson  is an 
Atlanta transplant and has lived in 
Atlanta since moving here from 
Pittsburgh, PA since 1978.  She 
has lived in the Stone Mountain 
area since 1985 and has been a 
homeowner in Mainstreet for the 
past 12 years.  
 
Nadine is a graduate of historic 
black college, Clark Atlanta 
University ,and is now a Junior at 
Atlanta Christian College where 
she is pursuing a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Human 
Relations & Counseling.  With 
over 20 years experience working in the area of Human Resources 
and Communications, her personal area of commitment and focus 
is the community and family.  
 
Nadine is a former investor, and also an accomplished singer and 
songwriter.  She is the proud parent of two adult daughters, both of 
whom are residents of the Mainstreet Community.  

QUEENS BEHOLD  

Let us serve you with the best care 
In Wellness 

&  

Beautification Services 
 

Feel and look like the  

QUEEN  You Are -Inside and Out! 

For More Information on: 

Wellness Services: 

Contact Samantha, LMT:  (404) 924-1436 

srw.massage@gmail.com 

Beautification Services: 

Contact:  Keena J, Makeup Artist:  (678) 732-6719 

kjohn121@gmail.com 

(Discounted ServicesðMainstreet Residents) 
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404.492.3171 

Mention This Mainstream  Advertisement 

to Receive  10% Coupon 

Service Fees Waived for Accepted Bid Proposals 

With over 20 years of experience and 

expertise, Quik Action Group is 

your one-stop shop for home 

building solutions.  References 

and insurance certification 

available upon request. 

We are proud to service the Atlanta metro 

and surrounding areas.  Contact our office 

today for a professional consultation. 

 

Contact Ed McGee for  

Detailed Service Agreements 

mdgllc@bellsouth.net 

Air Conditioning 

Heating 

Kitchen Equipment 

Electrical Lighting Services 

Outlets 

Fixtures 

QUIK ACTION 

GROUP 

QUIK  
ACTION  

GROUP 

Your Complete 

Building Solution! 

Licensed & Insured 
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As a Mainstreet resident for the past 22 years, I have watched this 

community change.  Because of these changes, I made the decision to 

remain in this community and 

become involved in its preservation. 
 

The MCCWC is currently working to 

sustain a crime-free community by 

working with the support of like-

minded entities.  These support 

partners include:  individuals, 

organizations, law enforcement, 

politicians, adjacent communities, 

churches, businesses, and schools. 
 

Crime Watch meetings are held every 

Saturday, at 10:00 A.M. at the 

Mainstreet Clubhouse.  We provide 

organized agendas with the purpose 

of representing and resurrecting our beautiful community.  We have 

established a mission for building a better neighborhood by instilling 

both Safety and Pride as our directives.  As our former Coordinator, 

Robert Gordon, put it, ñInformation is our greatest tooléwe need for 

homeowners to be informed and involved during these tough times.ò 
 

MCCWC has been a driving force behind last yearôs decrease in 

criminal activity and its presence in the neighborhood.  This decrease 

was accomplished by providing information to the DeKalb County 

Gang Task Force and the DeKalb County officers assigned to our 

community through the Tucker Precinctôs Interactive Community 

Police (ICP) Program.  The effort was instrumental in stopping gang 

activity in the Mainstreet Community.  Most gang markings and 

destructive activities that were persisting in our backyards came to an 

abrupt end.  The purpose of MCCWC was clear ï provide information 

for the task force to concentrate their efforts on specific areas of 

crime. 

 

Mainstream was also one of the first communities to become 

involved in Inter Community Policing (ICP), a DeKalb County 

Police initiative started by the Police Chief.  This program 

resulted in increased police presence, Gang Task Force 

operations, the RV mobile police station, and many arrests within 

our community.  Most of these activities were made possible by 

information provided by the citizens of Mainstreet. 
 

In looking over past MCCWC criteria, these meetings have 

served more than one purpose.  Meetings have given neighbors 

the opportunity to meet and greet each other.  Bonds were formed 

that allowed each to share information with each other that could 

be uniformly presented to local police agencies.  These efforts 

have been instrumental in MCCWCôs goal to provide safety in 

our community. 
 

Past events sponsored by the MCCWC include National Night 

Out -- a nationally sponsored program, which brings neighbors 

together for a strong protest against crime.  Supported by police 

officials and government representatives, the program seeks to 

increase national awareness and police presence in our 

neighborhoods.  The result has provided a deterrent for criminal 

activity. 
 

The MCCWC also elected a Youth Crime Watch member to 

establish the following mission:  increase the number high school 

graduates involved in community activities; decrease gang 

violence; and, develop youth social groups.  The Youth Crime 

Watch successfully organized and presented two Youth Pool 

Parties.  They also actively supported several Mainstreet holiday 

events. 
 

I am currently employed at a local high school and have a vested 

interest in our youth.  Along with our countryôs new President, 

Barack Obama, and our new Board of Directors President, Gerald 

A. Ferguson, we are answering a call to rally around our youth.  

We have been called to motivate and cultivate a new spirit.  Join 

me in this worthy cause. 

 

MCCWC éMessage From the Coordinator By:  George  Bullett  
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CRIME REPORT  
Tucker Police Precinct 
1960 West Exchange Place 

Tucker, GA  30084 

(770) 724-7565 

On January 16, 2009, Officer Ridley and myself arrested two 

suspects while they were in the process of burglarizing a 

home on Lost Creek Circle.  It was determined that the two 

suspects were also responsible for five (5) additional 

burglaries within the Mainstreet Community. 

 

Less then two weeks later, Tucker Precinct officers arrested 

five (5) additional teenagers for burglarizing homes in the 

Muir Forest Community located north of Redan High School 

on Redan Road.  Further investigation revealed the five 

suspects were responsible for several additional offenses 

ranging from auto theft and entering autos to other 

burglaries. 

 

These arrests can be directly attributed to citizens becoming 

educated and getting involved.  The citizens have been ñon 

the lookoutò for suspicious persons by walking their 

neighborhoods and yards, knocking on neighborsô doors and 

reporting strange vehicles parked in driveways. 

 

Unfortunately, over 65% of burglaries are committed by 

juvenile males between the ages of 14 and 16.  However, 

through personal involvement by the members of the 

community, homeowners and residents have become adept at 

identifying teenagers who should  be in school and therefore 

are ñTruant.ò  This  intervention has become an excellent 

tool in helping to deter crime.  We have become more 

proficient and proactive in notifying the schools and the 

studentsô parents.  This action has assisted us greatly in 

identifying repeated ñTruancyò violators.  As a result, some 

teens avoid a direct path leading straight to involvement in 

criminal activities and, eventually, incarceration in the 

correctional system. 

 

Fighting crime successfully is an ongoing process which can 

only be achieved when the police and citizens establish 

relations and work together on a routine basis.  This concept 

has been the basis for the formation of neighborhood liaisons 

with the police department.  Interactive Community Policing 

(ICP will continue to work even harder this year with the 

MCCWC (Mainstreet Community Crime Watch Committee) 

to identify even more effective means of making Mainstreet 

one of the safest neighborhoods in the Stone Mountain area.  

Again, thanks for your support, and letôs work even harder 

together in the coming year. 

By J. T. Marshall 

ICP Liaison, Tucker Police Department 
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MAINSTREET  

ACTIVITIES  
 

ñMainstreet Reaching Outò 
A program for homeowners and residents who 

are seeking employment but donôt have internet 

access at home.  Come to the Clubhouse for 

ñinternet caf®ô-styleò computer access to assist in 

your search for employment and submit resumes.  

The second phase of this program will include 

job fairs, resumeïbuilding assistance, and 

ñmockò interviews, as well as job readiness. 
 

Mainstreet Young Menôs Academy 

A proposal has been submitted by Mr. Derrick 

Hill to provide innovative and inspiring after-

school leadership and diversity training to young 

men ages 10-16.  We are planning 

implementation of the program by September 7, 

2009, and it will extend for the entire 2009-2010 

academic school year. 

 

Mainstreet Scholarship Fund 2009 
This year, another deserving high school 

graduate will be awarded a $1,000 scholarship 

towards their college education.  For criteria and 

application, go to the website on the internet at 

www.mainstreetcommunity.org. 
 

Mainstreet Mega Yard Sale 
Scheduled for early May, this community yard 

sale is the perfect opportunity to take advantage 

of spring fever.  Clean out your garage area and 

support the Mainstreet Scholarship Fund.  

Booths, sponsorships, and refreshment sales will 

be available.  Committee members are being 

sought and volunteers are welcome.  Remember, 

one manôs trash is another manôs treasure! 
 

Mainstreet Mega Music Summer Festival 
This year, we are contemplating a summer 

outdoor music festival to benefit the Mainstreet 

Youth Scholarship Fund.  This would be an 

opportunity to bring the family, blanket and/or 

chairs, and join us at the Pavillion area to enjoy 

r&b, blues, jazz, and easy listening music and 

other entertainment.  Vending booths and 

refreshments will be available, as well as 

sponsorship opportunities.  Committee members 

are needed and welcome.  For further 

information, contact George Bullett, MCCWC 

Coordinator, or drop  him an email at 

george@mainstreetcommunity.org. 
(Continued on page 23 
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TREE CUTTING IN MAINSTREET  
 

Mainstreet Community has a strict prohibition on the 

cutting down of trees, which requires the approval of the 

Architectural Review Board (ARB) before any trees may 

be cut down, except in the case of an emergency, i.e., trees 

about to fall on their own, trees destroyed by wind or 

storms, or any other condition that could pose harm or 

injury to persons or damage to property.  In such cases, the 

homeowner must contact the ARB as soon as practicable 

after such incident to advise the reason the tree(s) were cut 

down. 
 

Any person who cuts down trees without the prior 

expressed written approval of the Architectural Review 

Board will be fined $250 per tree. 
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The Mainstreet Karate Club has been in existence 

since October 2004. Mainstreetôs Karate Club was 

the original martial arts program which lead to the 

development of its sister program in the Southland 

Subdivision in June of 2007.  Had it not been for the 

support of the Mainstreet Community this program 

would not have become the success that it is today. 
 

The students train under the direction of Sensei Alvin Brown who currently 

holds the rank of 6th degree black belt. Sensei Brown has been involved in the art 

of Goju Ryu Karate for the past 34 years.  The classes are based on the traditional karate format consisting of 

building self discipline, integrity, courage and responsibility. This is all incorporated with learning to protect 

ones self and having fun at the same time. 
 

Group activities occasionally extend outside of the classroom to local tournament competitions where students 

are able to test their skills against other martial arts students. The Mainstreet Karate Club has won over 18 

individual awards in competition during the 2008 tournament season alone. This includes competing in 

tournaments as far away as Chicago, Illinois where student Damon Mitchell walked away with two, 6-foot 

trophies for his 1st place wins. School picnics are a part of our annual outside activities. 
 

Student enrollment varies in age from 7 years old thru adult. The classes are held each Saturday from 9:00 a.m. 

to 10:30 a.m. for beginners, and from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon for advanced. The Saturday classes include 

both children and adults. In addition, young adults and adults meet every Thursday evening from 7:00 pm until 

8:30 pm.  
 

The classes are run as open enrollment which means that there is no set start dates. Class fees are $45.00 per 

student for each 8 week session.  Families are welcome.  Contact information:  (770) 355-6232 or email:  

senseibrown@hotmail.com or check out our website at www.surestrikekarate.com. 
 

 

By:  Sensei Alvin Brown 

KARATE CLASSES 



Our African-American women continue 
to demonstrate professionalism, 
intelligence and unlimited potential as 
they contribute to our overall struggle 
for unlimited freedom, access and 
opportunity in America.  

 
 The sisters on Flights 5202 and 5106 
(a jet owned by Atlantic Southeast 
Airlines) have proven that African-
American women can do anything if just 
given a fair opportunity.  Their aviation 
success is a very proud moment for all 
African American  and professional 
women. 

 
History was made on Thursday, 
February 12, 2009, when an all African-
American female crew operated Flight 
5202 from Atlanta to Nashville and 
Flight 5106 from Nashville back to 
Atlanta. The crew included CPT 
R a c h e l l e  J o n e s ,  F O 
Stephanie Grant, FA's Robin Rogers 
and Diana Galloway! 
 

AFRICAN AMERICAN  

FEMALE AVIATORS  

MAKE HISTORY!  
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QUALITYWORX  

CONSTRUCTION 
We specialize in making you smile: 

 Renovation* Basement*Repairs*Decks 

Remodeling*Baths*Drywall*Laminate 

Ceramic Flooring*Doors*Windows 

-Reasonable Rates- 

-References Upon Request- 

We service surrounding areas 
 

qualityworx@comcast.net 
 

678.935.7132 

5050 Mainstreet Park Drive 

Stone Mountain, GA  30088 

678-935-7132 
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LUNCH SPECIALS -  $4.99 EACH:       LUNCH B UFFETñ$6.99  
1) Two (2) Cheese Slices & Large Drink     (11:00 amñ4:00 pm Daily, Limited Time Only)  
2) Two (2) Pepperoni Slices & Small Drink (12 oz)     ** ALL YOU CAN EAT **  
3) Two (2) Piece Whiting Fish Snack & Large Drink    Cheese, Pepperoni Slice Pizza, Reg Drink  
4) One (1) Pc Whiting, 3 -Pc Shrimp & Small Drink (12 oz)    ** ALL YOU CAN EAT **  



R EGENCY  H OME  SERVICES  

 
 
Regency Home Services consists of team of professions 
from various disciplines ranging from carpentry, 
plumbing, electrical and HVAC.  
 
We are a complete home service company. Our services 
range from small projects such as hanging ceiling fans, 
installing faucets, to complete renovations and space 
upgrades.   
 
LIST OF SERVICES:  
Electrical Repairs  
Appliance Repair and Installation  
Plumbing  
Finish Trim  
Painting  
HVAC (Service and Installation)  
Cabinetry  
Tile  
Backsplash  
Surround Sounds  
Audio/Visual  
Plasmas / LCD Installation  
Decks /Porches  

Before and After Photos:  
Regency Home Services  
Owner, Rodney Middlebrooks  

before 

after 
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e 
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r 

e 

a 

f 

t 

e 

r 

Telephone:  678 -851 -1754  
Email:  rodeostyle@comcast.net  
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BARACK HUSSEIN OBAMA, 44TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES  

INAUGURATION SPEECH - JANUARY 20, 2009  

I stand here today humbled by the task before us, grateful for the trust you have bestowed, mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors.  I thank 
President Bush for his service to our nation, as well as the Generosity, and cooperation he has shown throughout this transition. 
 
Forty-four Americans have now taken the presidential oath.  The words have been spoken during rising tides of prosperity and the still waters of peace.  
Yet, every so often the oath is taken amidst gathering clouds and raging storms.  At these moments, America has carried on not simply because of the skill 
or vision of those in high office, but because òWe the Peopleó have remained faithful to the ideals of our forbearers, and true to our founding documents. 
 
So it has been.  So it must be with this generation of Americans.  That we are in the midst of crisis is now well understood.  Our nation is at war, against 
a far-reaching network of violence and hatred.  Our economy is badly weakened, a consequence of greed and irresponsibility on the part of some, but also 
our collective failure to make hard choices and prepare the nation for a new age.  Homes have been lost; jobs shed; businesses shuttered.  Our health care is 
too costly; our schools fail too many; and each day brings further evidence that the ways we use energy strengthen our adversaries and threaten our planet. 
 
These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data and statistics.  Less measurable but no less profound is a sapping of confidence across our land - a nagging 
fear that America's decline is inevitable, and that the next generation must lower its sights. 
 
Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real.  They are serious and they are many. 
 
They will not be met easily or in a short span of time.  But know this, America - they will be met.  On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope 
over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and discord. 
 
On this day, we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false promises, the recriminations and worn out dogmas, that for far too long have 
strangled our politics. 
 
We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture, the time has come to set aside childish things.  The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit; 
to choose our better history; to carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to generation:  the God-given promise that all 
are equal, all are free, and all deserve a chance to pursue their full measure of happiness. 
In reaffirming the greatness of our nation, we understand that greatness is never a given. It must be earned.  Our journey has never been one of short-cuts 
or settling for less. It has not been the path for the faint-hearted - for those who prefer leisure over work, or seek only the pleasures of riches and fame.  
Rather, it has been the risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things - some celebrated but more often men and women obscure in their labor, who have 
carried us up the long, rugged path towards prosperity and freedom. 
 
For us, they packed up their few worldly possessions and traveled across oceans in search of a new life.   
For us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the West; endured the lash of the whip and plowed the hard earth. 
 
For us, they fought and died, in places like Concord and Gettysburg; Normandy and Khe Sahn.  Time and again these men and women struggled and 
sacrificed and worked till their hands were raw so that we might live a better life.  They saw America as bigger than the sum of our individual ambitions; 
greater than all the differences of birth or wealth or faction. 
 
This is the journey we continue today.  We remain the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth.  Our workers are no less productive than when this 
crisis began.  Our minds are no less inventive, our goods and services no less needed than they were last week or last month or last year.  Our capacity 
remains undiminished.  But our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow interests and putting off unpleasant decisions - that time has surely passed.  
Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and begin again the work of remaking America. 
 
For everywhere we look, there is work to be done.  The state of the economy calls for action, bold and swift, and we will act - not only to create new jobs, 
but to lay a new foundation for growth.  We will build the roads and bridges, the electric grids and digital lines that feed our commerce and bind us 
together.  We will restore science to its rightful place, and wield technology's wonders to raise health care's quality and lower its cost.  We will harness the 
sun and the winds and the soil to fuel our cars and run our factories. And we will transform our schools and colleges and universities to meet the demands 
of a new age.  All this we can do.  And all this we will do. 
 
Now, there are some who question the scale of our ambitions ð who suggest that our system cannot tolerate too many big plans.  Their memories are short.  
For they have forgotten what this country has already done; what free men and women can achieve when imagination is joined to common purpose, and 
necessity to courage. 
 
What the cynics fail to understand is that the ground has shifted beneath them - that the stale political arguments that have consumed us for so long no 
longer apply.  The question we ask today is not whether our government is too big or too small, but whether it works ð whether it helps families find jobs 
at a decent wage, care they can afford, a retirement that is dignified.  Where the answer is yes, we intend to move forward.  Where the answer is no, 
programs will end.  And those of us who manage the public's dollars will be held to account - to spend wisely, reform bad habits, and do our business in the 
light of day ð because only then can we restore the vital trust between a people and their government. 

The Mainstream:  P18  



 
 
 
 
 
by the blood of generations.  Those ideals still light the world, and we will not give them up for expedience's sake. And so to all other peoples and 
governments who are watching today, from the grandest capitals to the small village where my father was born: know that America is a friend of each 
nation and every man, woman, and child who seeks a future of peace and dignity, and that we are ready to lead once more. 
 
Recall that earlier generations faced down fascism and communism not just with missiles and tanks, but, with sturdy alliances and enduring convictions.  
They understood that our power alone cannot protect us, nor does it entitle us to do as we please.  Instead, they knew that our power grows through its 
prudent use; our security emanates from the justness of our cause, the force of our example, the tempering qualities of humility and restraint. 
 
We are the keepers of this legacy.  Guided by these principles once more, we can meet those new threats that demand even greater effort ð even greater 
cooperation and understanding between nations.  We will begin to responsibly leave Iraq to its people, and forge a hard-earned peace in Afghanistan.  With 
old friends and former foes, we will work tirelessly to lessen the nuclear threat, and roll back the specter of a warming planet.  We will not apologize for our 
way of life, nor will we waver in its defense, and for those who seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering innocents, we say to you now 
that our spirit is stronger and cannot be broken; you cannot outlast us, and we will defeat you. 
 
For we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength, not a weakness.  We are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus ð and non-believers.  
We are shaped by every language and culture, drawn from every end of this Earth; and because we have tasted the bitter swill of civil war and segregation, 
and emerged from that dark chapter stronger and more united, we cannot help but believe that the old hatreds shall someday pass; that the lines of tribe shall 
soon dissolve; that as the world grows smaller, our common humanity shall reveal itself; and that America must play its role in ushering in a new era of 
peace. 
 
To the Muslim world, we seek a new way forward, based on mutual interest and mutual respect. 
 
To those leaders around the globe who seek to sow conflict, or blame their society's ills on the West - know that your people will judge you on what you can 
build, not what you destroy.  To those who cling to power through corruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent, know that you are on the wrong side of 
history; but that we will extend a hand if you are willing to unclench your fist. 
 
To the people of poor nations, we pledge to work alongside you to make your farms flourish and let clean waters flow; to nourish starved bodies and feed 
hungry minds.  And to those nations like ours that enjoy relative plenty, we say we can no longer afford indifference to suffering outside our borders; nor can 
we consume the world's resources without regard to effect.  For the world has changed, and we must change 
with it. 
 
As we consider the road that unfolds before us, we remember with humble gratitude those brave Americans who, at this very hour, patrol far-off deserts and 
distant mountains.  They have something to tell us today, just as the fallen heroes who lie in Arlington whisper through the ages. 
 
We honor them not only because they are guardians of our liberty, but because they embody the spirit of service; a willingness to find meaning in something 
greater than themselves.  And yet, at this moment - a moment that will define a generation - it is precisely this spirit that must inhabit us all. 
 
For as much as government can do and must do, it is ultimately the faith and determination of the American people upon which this nation relies.  It is the 
kindness to take in a stranger when the levees break, the selflessness of workers who would rather cut their hours than see a friend lose their job which sees 
us through our darkest hours.  It is the firefighter's courage to storm a stairway filled with smoke, but also a parent's willingness to nurture a child, that 
finally decides our fate. 
 
Our challenges may be new.  The instruments with which we meet them may be new.  But those values upon which our success depends - hard work and 
honesty, courage and fair play, tolerance and curiosity, loyalty and patriotism - these things are old.  These things are true.  They have been the quiet force of 
progress throughout our history.  What is demanded then is a return to these truths.  What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility - a recognition, 
on the part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our nation, and the world, duties that we do not grudgingly accept but rather seize gladly, 
firm in the knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of our character, than giving our all to a difficult task.   
This is the price and the promise of citizenship.  This is the source of our confidence - the knowledge that God calls on us to shape an uncertain destiny. 
 
This is the meaning of our liberty and our creed - why men and women and children of every race and every faith can join in celebration across this 
magnificent mall, and why a man whose father less than sixty years ago might not have been served at a local restaurant can now stand before you to take a 
most sacred oath. 
 
So let us mark this day with remembrance, of who we are and how far we have traveled.  In the year of America's birth, in the coldest of months, a small 
band of patriots huddled by dying campfires on the shores of an icy river.  The capital was abandoned.  The enemy was advancing. The snow was stained 
with blood.  At a moment when the outcome of our revolution was most in doubt, the father of our nation ordered these words be read to the people: 
 
"Let it be told to the future world...that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive...that the city and the country, alarmed at 
one common danger, came forth to meet [it]." 
 
America.  In the face of our common dangers, in this winter of our hardship, let us remember these timeless words.  With hope and virtue, let us brave once 
more the icy currents, and endure what storms may come.  Let it be said by our children's children that when we were tested we refused to let this journey 
end, that we did not turn back nor did we falter; and with eyes fixed on the horizon and God's grace upon us, we carried forth that great gift of freedom and 
delivered it safely to future generations.  
 
"The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present.  As our case is new, so must we think anew, and act anew."  - - Abraham Lincoln 
 
"The final test of a leader is that he leaves behind in other men the conviction and the will to carry on." 
- - Walter Lippmann 
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INAUGUATION DAY 2009 (Continued) 
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